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foimifts, mc... 


Dear Friends, 


Cannot doube but’ rhe Reports , which er 


have lately {pread concerning me, and. 


great Affair of Religion, put you up-. 


on an Expectarion co hear fomething from me >, 


and chat. inPrine roo: It having been my con-, 
flant former Method to give an account of my 
felf cothe Worldcthat way : And although I, 
-mighe very well excufe my (elf from che fame 
thing now, that fcribling humor being only in, 


_ the dayes of my Ignorance (when God Almigh=-_ 


ty pleafed to permit a Veil ro hang betweem 
my eyes and his moft glorious Truth, Namly, 
the veil of my Pride, and Folly) Yer leait frem 
a total filence , the world, which in its own. 
Nature is cenforious enongh , fhould apprehend , 
that I either wanced Charity co my lace dear 
-Breathren, or Courage to own the Truth, or 
that J chought the way unjuftifiable, wherein 


I now VVorfhip and Adore the God of my, 


Fathers. chofe good and Pious men , who until 
> 


the pretended Reformation of Lather anc 
Followers, knew no other way of VVorthip or 
Religion, then this, by which Millions of them 
were fenr into rhe 


ac laft refolyed to 
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An Epiftle to feyeral Non-com- 


of my change and Alteration, inthe 


Bofome of Chrift: Ihave 
give you a fhore account Of. 


my felf, and what hath befallen. me fince the 
Happy Reiiauration of our Sove-— 
raignto his Crown and Dignities, | 
 Andindeed when ] coniider the Love whichT | 
have ever had for you,and the returns of Aftecti- 
: on, which I have received from many, and moft 
j of you; I chink my felf more then ordinarily 
| Engaged, to be free with you in thefe things, 
as hoping , and in Chariry believing , that if I 
can Convince you of the reafonablenefs of my 
Proceedings , you will approve of what J have 
done ; Andon the orher tide, if anyof you can 
make it appear, wherein I have done amifs, you 
will be fo juft ( andthis Jufiice I here challenge 
from you) as to fhew me my Errors, 
My catriage whilf I wasin Communion wit 
| you, was ( Ihope) always fuch, as to giveyou 
 fufficient reafon co believe thar I neither was, 
not am by-aflable by Worlcly Inrerefis, or (elfifla 


 Confiderations: When I profest my againft 
Infant. Baprifmes 1 had run through almoft (if 
| mot altogether ) all the feveral- Profeffions of | 
| Chrifiamicy then appearing in this Kinedom, 
rhe Catholique only excepted., which as | never 


had any opportunity to examine , as nor meeting 

with any of that parry, who were willing ro 

publifh themfelves co me for fach, fo neither a 
did J think chem, or their Principles worthy 
my Conhderation, having from the 
andunanitnous cenfencof all our Pulpits , be- 
fieved thofe of-chat party to be fo grofly igno- 
thar co wirh them in relation 
to Religion » were bur'to caft away time and 
Being thus prejudiced again’ the Catholique 
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wail | 5 otk 
Barty, ic peared Almighty God to bring “me 
bi Manco the company of a Lay Gentleman of thac - 
(wafion, andro give me occafion to f 
ome coniderable time wich him: Ino foomer 
Seetnnderttood his profeifion as to Religion, bu I 
began ro arrempr him, in chac,wherein I thouphe 
( 23 confcious of the weaknefs of his caufe } he 
Be would never have engaged ; but I foon foundimy 
by his readinefs ro embrace ditcougfes | 
of chac nacure: AndI found alio, thac we Ked 
embraced a moft notorious Error’ while’ we 
{offered our felves to be perfwaded, chat the 
tholicks were ax ignorant Generation, | 
m The Gentleman feemed detirous to examine 
ae ever’ thing from the borrome , and to lay the | 


Axe to the Root, and truly | thorehe thac very 
fae reafonable, as conceiving thar where che founda- 
See tion was unfound ; the fi perliructures were not 
co be relyedon: He enquired of me therefore 
Binchefirlt place, whether Iwas [ure and certain 
m that the Chriftan Religion i in general was more ai! 
trae, then the Religions of the Turks, or 
any other, which was thereunto? and whe» 
ther I was fe certainly , aid ixfahibly affure | 
that it was not poffible for me, or or thofe-.. 
who taught me Chriffianity. to be miftaken in 
this? Andhe gave me this Reafon for his Que- 
(tion, namely, chacif nzicher Imyfelf,northofe 
Who raughe me, chat Chriffanity was the only 
way co Salvation and the only way in which 
fe Eicaven was co be atcained, was or were infal- 
libly cercain, or werecapable of any miftake, or 
j in any pofhilicy ¢ommic an etror it this 
a thing ; . thenas to me, Chriffianity could be no* 
then and we could with no 


- 


colour ‘of Reafon, condemn the Jew, Turk or 
Pagan, {ince they were as well perfwaded of their 


feveral ways, as we could be of ours, upon a 
fallible certainty; and for ought we knew ( not 


having any infallible certainty for our Chriffia- 
w#ity ) fome of chem might be in the Right,and 
weintche 


way. And how could you fay to 


a Jew, you muft become a Chriftian, if you ex- 
pelt to be faved ? when as if he Examine you 


firiGly and clofely in relarion to what certain- == 
ty you have ofthe truth of Chriftiamty, your @& 


Anfwer will amounr to no more chenthis, You 
concerve you are inthe Right , and you hope and be- 


Lieve you are not miffaken: Bat itis. poffible you 
may be mistaken in this.; for every manisaLyar, 
everyman and all men, and every Churchis falli- | 

ble , and fubjeit to Error, and to be miftaken, | 
Cah fuch Arguments as chefe inviiea few or | 


Turk to become a Chriftian ? 


Iconfefs I was extreamly troubled with this 
cifhculty,and knew not how to anfwer itplainly, 


and wirhour apparent (huffing, and declining 


the queflion, which plainly did, by urging,chac 
if he intended to call the Religion which Chrift « | 
Eftablithed in the world into queflion, and co 
make a doubt of the main and Grand Prin- / § 
ciple of Chriff:anity which we both of us agreed = 


tobe rrue, 1 fhould rreat no farther; and thac 


ut himieli doubred of the Truth of Re- 


ligton, I was not prepared to 
point, 


‘ 


This Anfwer feemedvery frangeeventomy 
felf, bur it feemed more frange to me, that} 
fhould finde my {elf Gravelled in fuch a queftion 4 
was fc for every one to anfwer, However 
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sitmay be erne, andis moficeteainly croe, thy 


and Divine; 


 felfis true: fo if inthe Apofiles cime one had 


my Opponent vfedme Gently and Sweerly; aig 
withouc the leait fhew of infalcing over my 
weaknefs, he told me that in reafon I onphy 
to anfwer chis difficulty ; for (replied he )rhougyy 


the Chriftiaw Religion , spon the’ true 
which it is founded , 1s infallibly certain 
yet upep the Grounds which 
you may found your belief theteof , tay 
poffibly nor be ‘true or certain as toyou: Foi 
Example, fuppofe you are told a thing bya 
known or common perjuréd'perfon, ahd ‘upon 
his word you believe ir ; you cannor be certains 
 dyaflured that the thing ts truce, ‘bécaufe fuchan 
Infamous, common notorious Lyar tells you fo, 
bor the ching isreally co you dotbrful , nay more 

probably falfe rhenerne , and yer che thing in 


believed Chriffiamty to be true , not becaufe 
the Apoftles caught himfo, bur becaufe Simon 
Magus affirmed itto him, in cafe who 
fees not that fuch a mans faith bad nor been. 
true, buc char che whole rhing:co him had beep 
uncerrain, the belief of it being grounded -up> 
on a wrong Foundation ; which was mo wayes .. 
certain.. From. all which it is evidenr, 
Faith gtounded npon a wrong foundationma 
pofibly be a relying upon the*Traditions 
men, but cannor be that Divine Faith, won, 
God requires at our hands.as a condition with / 
out which we fhall nor be fayed : Confeqy 
quently, thac the lace wildé and loofe Opiniogg 
which is now fo prevalent in the World, Tha 
men of differing Faiths may be faved, is withoye 
all peradventure é¢rroneous and’ dangerous, 
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tending not only to countenance Schifms, which 
are Rebellious in the Church, bur alfo froma 


like Fighting forthe King againft the Perfon aud 
King: Like fighting the Lords 


Battails againft the Lords Anointed, Indeed 


lace Ufurped Authorities made great ule of this 
error, to patch up feveral Rebellious Factions A 
difagreeing in Faith amongit themfelves into 
- one feeming Brother-hood of pretended Saints , 


parity of Reafon, Rebellions inthe Stare, It 4s | 


to deltroy the Common Fatherof our Country: 


Bot Ihave charity co hope thar rhe Jare fignal 
Providences of God to this Nation, in reflosing 


the fame Old Principles, and ro maintain in bis 


Folnfons Trearife againit Mr, William Jobufon, that ax He- 


reply toretick may be a menter or part of the Catbolickh 


Church of Chrift; which is all one as to fay, | 
That an Heretick may have true Faith: whereby | 


Re-the Ground which I have here layd feems to 
\piefed, be defroyed. Give me leave to urge one Argue 
menc out of Mr Jobnfous anfwer to Mr, Baxter, 
143 for the roral dettroying of this Error, and 
amthe rather induced to do chis , as fuppofing 
Mr. Jobufons anfwer (though it hath tully 
fenced Mr Baxter beyond all poflibilicy of rer 


plying wich Reafon ) nor to have come inro the 


hieveth 


unto us our Soveraign, have convinced all good 
of the of thofe wayes, And yet 
“This is fince Mr. Baxter hath lately had th: confidence 
taken to broach an Opinion publickly io Print upon 


hands of many.of the Non-conformifis, The 
Atgument which I (hall give ischis ; whofoever 
hath true Faith believeth the thing believed,or 
material objett of Faith for the Divine Au- 
thority of God revealing it. But vo Heretick, be- 


\ 
1 
» 
# 
| 
* 
4 
| 
tes 
| | 


lieveth fo. Therefore xo Heretick hath true Faith, 
The Major is granted by all, becanie Chrifg 
Faith muft ref upon Gods Revelation, as srs 


object. Phe Minor is pioved this 


believes the material Object of Faith , or the thing 
believed, for the Divine Authority of God revealin 
it, muff believe all things which ave as [uffictently 
propounded tohim, to be revealed by Goa, as are 


thofe Ar ticles, which he doth believe, And 


mf? believe, nothing as a Revelation of God 
which 1s as fufficient!y declared 10 to be error 
neons, or not a Revelation, as the Articles @ 
Faith are to be revealed. But every Heretick. 
ther refufeth to believe fomething, which is fo fuf- 
ciently propounded ro bimtobe revealed from God , 


er believes fomet hing , as a Revelation, whith 


is fufficiently declared to him to be erroneous, ter 
met revealed from God Theretore #0 Heretick, 
hath true Faith, Thefirlt pare of this Afajer 
is proved thus: Whofoever refufeth to believe, 
what is fo proporinded be revealed by 


God, either refufeth all , that-1s fo propounded, or 


believes fome thinus. and refufeth to believe others 
as fufficiently , 45 thofe which he be- 
eves: If ke retufeth all, he can have na true 
Faith, for he believes nothing, and is therefore 
no Chriftian: If he believes , and refufeth 
others equally propounded, then he believes nit 
thofethings, which he doth believe for the Divine 
Authority revealing (tor when two things are @- 
qually propounded to the under{tanding , 

ought to work equally npon it ) but upon his own 
wilful choice or private judgement refufeth fome, 


and a{cents to others, As to the fecond part of 


the, aforefaid viz, That ne mancanbave 
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vue Chriftian Faith , who believes anthagaa 


Rewelation, which is as fufficsently pr cate 

be Erroneous , as the Articles by him be» 

| Beved, are ded vo be Revelations: thevery 
ig fame Authority whic affirms the one, denying the | 
| Suppole , che fame Auchoricy acknow- 
Jedged-doch fufficieatly propound toa Calvemft 
othe: Arcicles of Faith as revealed from God, and 
at the fame time affares him , that his conceit 
of the Popes being the great Amtichrift was never 


revealed trom God, but is a manifeft error in 
Faith: Im this cafe our Calversft mult disbe- 
lieve that propounding Authority, and thereby 


 Jofe his Faith in rhe former Articles by him | | 
believed, andhave notrue faith in the firft; or 
F he muft believe the fame Authority in the fe- . 


cond, becanfe itis the fame Authoriry in both: 
For thar very Authoricy which propounds the 
| Articles of Faith, as revealed of God, propounds 
the other as nor revealed, and as contrary 
Gods Revelation. By alt which ic is moftevi- 
dent, chatif your Faith be bnilt upon a wrong 
 Fonndation, it is of no value,nor dochir give yoo 
certamry, mor isit indeed Faith, but Humor 
Nay farther, If we thould fay thar all Gon- 
Segations called Chriftians areparrs of the 
tholick Church, it would follow chat no Congre- 
gation of Chriftians could be Hereticks, becaufe 
Hereticks muft be obflinare again rhe 7 
OF the Univerfal or Cacholick Church; bor if 
=—sthefe'be pare of thar Church, they cannorbefaid 
to obftimare againit the Doétrine of that 
‘Chorch, in regard chemfelves are pare of it, and. 
is Impoffible they {hould be againit’ 


chem~- 


gregation agreeing ip One Faith, 


cing, I. conld nor bur agree unto ic; a 
| therefore I told him asa full amiweér to his 


chemfelves or their own befider, 
ceftimony of: the Catholick Chorch concerping 


is prerendedto be revealed ot not revealed 


by God, aad oblige all perfons, who are fuffi- 
ciently informed of ir, cobelieve what ic faich 
and ett and all are bound to fiand to 
her Judgement: Bucif all 
led Chriliians, or any two. Churches differing in 
their Tellimonies.or Judgements fhonid be patcs 


of the Catholick Chaorch, thei Teftimomies or 


Judgement could not oblige any one ro believe 
whar they both fay, propofe or determine : Firft, 
becanfe one.contradiéts the other and ic is im- 
pofibleto believe contradiGions at ove and the 
time: Secondly, if Witnefles or Authority 
do notvagree in their Evidence and Tellimonies 


they be! equal in Authority, no man i¢ 


obliged ro either. bur co {nipend his 
Judgement. Therefore che. Carholick Church 
mutt be andcan be no otherthen One only Cond 


| 


This Difcourfe. feemed to me. fo convin. 


queftion , that J) embraced C briftiantt yy and that 
Chrigianty to which I adheared in oppo~ 


to all. » becaufe the Scriptures. whic 


are Gods Word, \taughtme fo to do, and that 


believed the Seriptures to be Gods Word from the as 


| fallible teftimony of Gods Spirit bearing witxe{s) 
my fpirit, shat they were Gods Words 


that 1-was fully convinced, that this precesded 
from the infallible of Gods Spwrit frat 
4 certain knowledge ard feelizg bad: of 
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To all which ic was mildly replyed, 
vpon the Grounds which I had laid, and where- 
founded my felf, ic was im pofhble for me 
to be infallibly affured, chae this teftimony 
which I mentioned was infallibly the reftimony 
of the Spirit of God: For having granred rhe | 
Principle, chat was not infallible, 
that man or uumber of men was or were infal-— 
lible; this Spirit which I talked of, mighr ( for — 


2 


| 
| 
| 
ought I knew ) be che {piric of error, And §& 
| for farther evincing thereof, I was delired to re- ( B 
i} fie&t on chefe Scriprures, Jer.17.9. the heart 
| Man is deceitful above all things, whocan 
| knowit ? Ecclef.9.1, Ne man kuewerh Love or & 
Hatred by all that is before them, And to confi- 
 derthe {trange delufion, which bewitched the 
‘Angel, or Bifhop of Laodicea, Revel. 3.17. Be- 
caufe thou I am Rich and encreafed wth & 
goods, and have need of nothing, andkuowe/f not 
that thou art wretched, and muiferable, and poor, aud 
i blind, and naked. How much was he deceived §& 
his own judgement of his own Eftare> In 
*“)). ., fine, what would you (faid he ) anfwer to an 
 Arrian, or Jew, or Turk, fhouldrheyurgeche 
i hike knowledge, and feeling, with che like com 
his fidence , to prove they were inthetrath;and 


a delofion? Whar youwould reply 
=.  tothem, fuppofe as faid unco your felf,and & 
fee if ic will not farishe. 

4 _ In the mean time (faid he ) you feemto 
Mply, and foro grant that we onght tohave 
|. aninfailible cetraincy of what webelieve with 
Faith; the Apofiles imehe 7 
time Of our blefied Saviours converfing wich 
them upon earth, they had fufhicient to errs 
| 


| 


y 


\ 
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tohave doubred, This infallible affnrance alf> 


| 13) | 
with their wills, to command 
ftandings into. the belief of bis being God, con- 
jequently infallible, and confequenrly that what- 
foever he cavglic was co be affented"unto as 
—sinfallibly true, without being queftioned by 
_ ont little feeble limiced Reafons, And this 
| was neceflary forthe Church then , otherwite 
they conld *nor have been fufficiently affured 
what Chrift caughe them was trne , confe- 
quently ic would not have been a finin them 


the Chriftians who lived in the Apofiles times ar 
afrerthe Afcenfion of our Lord, enjoyed ; thi 
had fofficienc roenduce them to a belief, 
the Holy Apoftles were infallible Guides aj *-; 
Teachers ; and that whacfoever they tavghr anf 
commanded chem, was as infallibly nde; 
God had immediately fpoken ro them the fame 
things, and no more to be doubted , contra- 
dicted, or difputed againft by their reafons 
( which. doubtlefs were as good and ad 
ours ) then the immediate words , comma 
or dictatesof Almighty God ; otherwife thofe 
_who refufed to hear inl obey them had beep 
in no faulc, and ic wovld’ have been an un- 
fofferable Pride and prefumption in Sc. Panl te 
have requited fuch an abfolurce fubmiffion to 
what he caught, as ro oblige the Chiriflians of 
his time mot to have believed an Angel fromy 
Heaven reaching contrary to what he carghe 
them. Hence it i is, thac the remaining writing 
(for fo much as we have of them) of t& 
Bleffed Apofiles, are by all Chriftians efleemeg, 
asthe Words of God, And this 
name- 
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| 
‘namely in the Apofiles times , co have 4 living 
infallible way of direction, info much as had we 
then lived, and had encountred with any doubts | 
or difficulties relating to Religion, andro the | 
true meaning of what was either {poken or writ- 
ten by any Apoltle, or by all che Apottles, we 
fhould withour all doubr have made our im=- 
mediate recourfe to them, fome or one of 
them, for che folvingof fuch doubts , and the 
explayning of fuch difficulties’; and fhonld 
have received and fubmitred unto fuch foluti- 
ons as made by God: himfelf, withour ever 

interpaling our own reafons or fenfes 


fition. This we fee was the courfe taken in 
the fifteenth of the Acts, when certain doubts 
_wete.arifen among(t fome of the then Chriitians, 


the Apoftles meet in Counes! they confidered the 
things they derermined-with an Jt feemeth good 


wntethe Holy Ghoft and to Their Decrees 


and Canons were obeyed, and fubmitred unto 


by the whole} and the Difpures’ were ar an 
end, But fuppofe fome difpure had arifen 
‘touching che fence and meaning even of fome | 
of thofe Decrees, mult not it have been in- 


terpreted by fome judicial Authority >, Doubr- 


lefs yes. And queftjonlefs che then Chriftians 
would have appealed or applyed to thefame Au- 
thoricy that made thofe Canons and Decrees, 


for che interpretationof them, and wouldhave 


fubmicted to {ach interpretations ; otherwife 
‘it would have been Wich the Primative Chri- 


ftians then, as it is with you now, every own 
would have framed his own interpretation, thofe 
who had been Maftersiof the greareft Wit ,Pow- 
er, or Intereft, would have framed Paretes or 

bd Churches 
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Churches to themfelves; and in fine, rhe Swordof 


the Flefh . and ‘not the Spirit of God muft have 
given the Rule and Lawto Chriftianity ;*they 


would have been fo far from any pofibilicy of 


maintaining 7 be Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 


Peace, from being One body, thar they would 


have divided into as many parts (to Speak With. 


ont grateing,) as you now are, and havegoné 


to Cuffs, and raifed Wars for the deciding of 


Controverfies, as we have feen you do fince 


lick Churchof Chri, . .. 


It is not hard for you to imagine into. whae. 


confufion thefe Difcourfes put my poor foul 


co hear fuch chings, fo,.great evidencesof 
fon produced by a provate Gentleman of that. 


party , whom J had believed fo Thad. 


oftentimes in. Difputations, -borh publickly and 
-feveral of the Englith Clirgy in thofe points 


q privately encountred, and (I thoughr) worfted” 


wherein I differed from them. Bue T\found 
nothing now to fay againtt thefe Principles, 


| 


which Ihad yer hitherto. foppofedthe moft _ 
~duculous, thac any ‘people could imagineto 
fer up... Well, I could no Jonger conteft, but re=* 


folved to. have recontfé unto Almighty God 


by Prayer for his Divine: afiRtance , and to 


make it.my bofinefs. according ro.che! 


of my poor, skill and underfanding a. 
full view of the Grand Psindiples of the Cathaiick 


and of Chriftianity ; and laying ade 
all prejudices,Pride and Humour; Irefolved by’ 
the ailiflance 


to. embrace and: fabniic 


unto wharfoever I (hould \underfland to be moft! 


with- 


| 
| 


agreeable wich his moft Will and Pleafure 


\ 


4 ou divided your felves from the Ho atho- 
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tioned Novelty re- ashad (by rhe Gractous affittance 
of Almighry God) fuch a prevailing 
power upon my 
tte. voconvince me of the errors of che 
way, wherein | then was, and 
a Bek bring mecothe knowledge of the 
blifhea by Mr. Divine Truths of che Catholick and. 


wefed with Fiat 
Lux and that 
laborate Treatife 


Che Boeks which I 
bere intend are Yhe 


| masked, or a Confu- 


‘ation 


IO} | 


without taking any regard to worldly inreref, 
 orthe cenfores 0% men, which I had reafon to 

believ: would ruf high againft me. And the 

_ betrer to enable me in his fearch and examina- 
tion I borrowed from this Gentleman feve. 
books and rearifes, from whence 
I made feveral Colleétions the 
heads of which I now recommend to. 


| 
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I gathered from the true interpretation of & 


that Text of Scriprure, Heb. 11.6. Without Faith 
st isimpoffible to pleafe God. Andof that Mar.16.. 


16, He that believeth (hall not be damned, And 
of that orher Ephef. 4.5. There vs but one Faith, | 


one Baptifme,one Lord Iefas, That the Faith 


which was to fave me, andby the which I was to 


pleafe God , muft certainly be the trwe Faith, 


which cannot bz found in contrary Opinions, 


it being but Oxe, and of contraries, One only 
canbe true. I alfo colle&ted from that Text. 


2 Cor, 10, 5. Brings 
Pui bt, to the Obedienee of Chriff Thar this 


lieve, wasa Command or Precept of Almighty. 
Gol, who will have his Will obeyed by all his. 


Subjects 


into Captivity every 


| or believing was co -be feated in che | 
underftanding » that che underftanding was to =m 
fubmic, nor difpure. And thar chis A& To 
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¢ffion of our Faith without wavering , forhe 
hath promifed. That Paich,ifcruely 
Divine, mutt be aninfaltible aflentof our undet- 
= ftanding. fubmitting it felf obediently tobelieve 
theRevelations of God. For otherwife Faith. 
and confequenrly all Religion,» may be nomore 
fancy, or Opinion, and then no waies cer- 
» tain; and if fo; then no Obligarion. | 


Subjects, and the: noriobeying of which js 
“nifhed wich eternzt Damnation, » Laftly, I found 
fronr char Text Heb, 10,23. | Let as hold faft 


the 
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I chought it did very narnrafly 


follows firf, there muft be fome means ap~ 
pointed by God, by which we may know this ont true 
Faith from all falfe, Opimom, for to require us 


_tobelieve upon pain of Dananation and 


give us any means whereby we may knowwhat — 
tobelieve, were Lo require us make Bricks 

without Straw, Secondly, thatthefe means 
be infallible , for we cannocbe brought to anin= 
fallible afcent by fallible and uncertainmeans, -. 
and God would not require us to afcentcoan 
Aothoriry which may deceive us, Thirdly,thac 


means by which: Faith is conveyed unto us, ic 
would be no fault nor co Believe, confequently 


the underftanding neuft [ubmit to thefe means under 


at liberty co fubmit, or not co fubmic, coche — 


God could not juftly damne us fornot believing: 
Befides, whofoever fhall refufe to be governed 
by chofe means, and chat Authériry which God 


hath appointed co govern him, isa Rebelagaint 
God, Fourthly, thac two men of two differing | _ 
Faiths or beliefs cannot be faved; for they bothef | 

them, knowing chat chey bound co be gues 


pain of Damnation ; for if the underftanding were | 
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and governed by thofe means which God hath 


appointed ro! convey faith uprothem, and one 
of them flatly refufing ro fubmic, this perfon 


who refvfech , mufi be guilty of difobedienceto ff 
command , and confequently cannor be 


faved. Fifthly, that ignorant people by fuchrea- 


‘fonable diligence, as is very tollerable tok 


frailty, and very poffible for theme may come tothe 


knowledge of thefe means; For otherwife God 


would have appointed means’ which would be q 
unprofitable rothe end, andthefar greater num- [| 
ber of Souls for whom Chiiftdyed,wovld nor 


fufhiciently provided for; by the fweer Pro- 


widence of God, By which thac Prophets 


would be ineffectual, Efay.35.Say to thems that 


are of fearful beart, be frrong, fear not, behold © 
your God come and fave you, then the ejesof 


the blind fhalbhe opened, and the ears of the deaf 
anftopped & one high-way hall be thera 
anda way, andit (ball be called the Holy way, | 


the wayfaring men, though Fools fhall rot ‘ert 
And this far I met wich noching bur what 


Teficemed vety agreeable with all .of 


people , profeffing themfelves Chriftians, All 
thac I ever met with feemed to grant. that 
there mult be anda Rule; there be 
micans appointed, there mutt-be a governing 
erto judge and decide all doubts, and reach 
us the true way co Heaven with cerraincy. But 
whe this Rule or Indge ss, thacis the difficulty, fot 
when once we have found it, I think all per 


will. agree that they are obliged co fubmit 


unto it, astothe Apofiles if they were actually: 
living, or to Chrift himfelf : This “7 
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I chonght ro be the only queftionthat Iwasto 
gain fatisiaction umo: Icherefore ceafed co en- & 
quire afterchis Doctrine, or the other Arcicle, 
as believing, chac if I could once find owe | 
this Ru/e, this Judge which God had appointedas 
the means me, andtowhichIlwasto 


fubmir, as to that Authority which God-had 
@  appoinced to Rule and Govern me, toteach 
me whac I was, and whatI was nocto believe; 
 Ithouldno more {cruple to believe what that 
 Autherity fhould teach me to be revealed by 
God, then it I heard God himfelf fpeaking: — 
AndI wasno way difcouraged in myrefolotion 
‘| ctofearch, when I confdered, that asGodfpoke 
10 Antient times by the mouchsof his Prophets, 
before and after the Scriptures were written; 
and by the mouthes of his Apoftles before,and 
after the New-Teftament was written; and 
thac the writing of whac God direéted to be 
written, did not Ieflen the power of God, buc 
that he mighe (till direé&t by the mouthes of his 
Prophets and Apoftles, fo poflibly I might find 
God ftill fpeaking by an Authoriry, which hicher- 

tol had not: been acquainted with. 

I found allthe Rules and means propofedby 
every patcy co amount tofor inche whole. Onc 
party would fer up aciaim to che Spirit directing 
them , and {peaking co their Another 
will have every mans own natural Reafonto be 
this Rule and Judge, A third will fec up fole 


‘ 
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And the foorch affigneth the Holy 
Catholick Church of Chrift Vifible on Earth to 


® bechac Judge and Director; And finally, chac 
® medium appointed by God himfelf for the ends 
bzfore mentioned , andcowhich all Chritiaos 
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perfwafions, which tell them they have the 


were co fubmic.” Other chen I never heard 


of any, for I alwaies efteemed the Quakers |) 


Lightto be either the pirit o: Natural Reafon, 


Drefolved co rank it under one of thelfecon- 


fiderations,by a name more known to the world, 
then that whichthey have Andtheres 
fore thefe I vtefolved molt carefully toexae 
the firlt condhing the Spirit, bearing wit- 


in fecret wtih our fpiruts, or in plainer cerms 


the Private Spirit. confiidered that this could 
not be the weansto convey and teach Faithumo 
the World, nor the Rule, Guide, or Judge, which & 
enquired after, nor indeed the true Spirit of 


.God which he promifed ro his Apofiles, and & 
their Succeflors ; becanfe firf, the Sperit of God & 


cannot proceed unreafonably: Burt is nova 
ereeable with Reafon, rhac the World,towhom 
the Faith is to be conveyed , 


of their pretended fpirsts,to be the Spiric of 


without any other proof then barely the afirma 
tions of the pretenders; and againtta ienfeot 


“Scripwure, a Tradition, and Authority concinued 


amongfi all Chriftian Churches, for One choufand 
five hundred years: Therefore this is no fufid- B® 
ent Propofal of true Faich to the World. Ste De 
sondly, thofe who pretend this Gu:dasce donat 
believe God bur themfelves only, and their 


Spirit of God; forif we ask fuch a perfon’, why 
he believes that the {pirit which he prerends®® 
be guided by, is che Spirit of God > hewill séll J 
you, He verily perfwaded it is [0 , 


ward feelings and workingswhich per(wade bint 
believe fo; If you again {ay to him, that he 


obliged 
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xed to give you fome evident Reafon, of 
elfe and fufficient Authority, ot 
Teftimony, tobelieve chat fpiric which he {peaks 
of, to be the Spitit of God; in regard chae if it 
be the Spirit of God, he is then infalible iw his 
reaching ; and both you, and all the World are 
obliged “under pain of Damnation, ro believe | 
what he delivers as matter of Faith, cobetrne; 
he will give you no other anfwer.. bue this, 7 am | 
fare itis Spirit of Ged which diretts me, andif — 
jou do not jndge fo, is becanfe youhave notthe | 
Spirit of God Andl foall ftand in judgement againft 
you at the laft day, becaufe you refuleto believeme, — 
For fay I have the Spirit of God , and I ourht 
be believed by you, for I am a good man, andan 
Houef? man, And I believe myfelf; Butother 
Reafon, or Evidence, ot Teftimony, ot Authority, | 

he can give none: Was this that Methodwhich 
Chrift rook when he taid ? Jf donot the workof . 
my Father believe not me or my Words, 
do, though ye believe not me, believe the works ? 

Joho 37) 38. Thirdly, chispretenfion of a 
Private Spirit is exprefsly againit 2 Pet. 1.20. 
No Prophefie of Scripture is of Private interpretati~ 
me on-the reafon of which ts rhis,becaufe chere is no 

Mm man (if not confirmed in Grace ) whomay not \ 
be an obftinare Herertick againft che true fence of 

Sctipture in controverted Texts? Bue noman 
can be obftinate againit his own private per- > 
fwafion or Private Spir'z; chacis, againithisown’ 
privace interpretation or the fence which his: 
own Private Spirit puts upon apy Texe, If you 
fay icis impoflible for any of youco be Herericks,; 
becaufe you are guided by the Spiric of Godyr 7 
which i is infallible: J anfwer, Thacit wall foles 
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Jow that it is impoffible for any other to 
 Heretick or robe obitinate again{t your fpirit or 
The Reafon is this, None can | 
befaid co be obitinare, who is without all means 
| poffibiliry of being convinced , for if theirbe 
4 no Means to convince one , who is in an error, 
how canhe be faid to be cbitinate 7 Nowiris 7 
not poffible for any who holds Doctrines or Ar- |) 
ticles of Fzich comcraryto you, whopretendto 
be guided by the Spirit, as aforefaid, to be con- 
vinced by you of his error; For their is no way 
to convince fuch anerring perfon, but by eirher 
clear Reafonor lawful Tetlimony of Witneffes 
Or Anshoriry : Reafon yon can pretend none, by 
which you may prove your Spirit or Inrerpreta- 
~ gioh to be of God, and for lawful Witnefiesor | 
Authority you have none morethen yourown 
ingle word and ceflimony in your owncaufe, | 
Fourthly, there is no maninche world, Jew or 
Turk, Pagan or Chriflian, buc may (if he will put 
on confidence enovgh) affirm thar he is ranghe | 
wnwardly by God many of all forrs do this and 
yet reach centradictions, fome therefore mult be 
deceived, therefore this is not the Re/e, Nor hath 
this any effect among(t thofe who prerend it ; for 
byrhis none of them ever as yet reconciled any 
differences, but each pretender grows perverfe | 
and obfiinare, and {eperates fromall who precend 
| to have the /pirzt as well as himfelf, and fo end= 
lefs Herefies, and Schifms arife withort any pols’ 
hbilicy to allay them, or for’either the Learned, | 
_  orthe Ignorant ro: judge which of rhefe bo/d press 
Benders bath a tree [pirit: Jo meanuime 
will not (pofibly) be hard for afober mantofind) 
they are all of them governed by the Sparit of 
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Error, who pretend thus audacioufly, ifheconi- 
ders well che Rule which St, Johy oives fordie = 
{cerning the Spirit of Truth from the [pirit of er- 
_ ror t Joh, 4.6. We are of God, he that knoweth 
God heareth us, he that not of God heareth not 
| us: Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth fromthe | 
= fpirit of Error. As if he fhould have faid, Chritt 
hath placed Apoftles, and Teachers, and Doétors, 
to govern and teach hisChurch, wearechofe, § 
and therefore of God; therefore whoever pre+ ssi 
cends toknowthe Will of God, mufithearand- 
obey andfubmituntous, oricisevidencwharhe 
® faich, is bucaprecence,and hedoth norindeed 
know God, nor ishe of God: forifhedidknow 
God, or were of God, he would certainly heac i 
mh us, Here therefore is your Rale toknow trwe _ 
from fatfe {pirics : The Spirit of Truth is alwaies 
remaining with, that Aathority which Godhath 
placed in the World , co teach Trurhto the 
World, and bring them ro the Faith ; and all FF 
thac are a€tuated and lead by 
by ic to fubmic to this Authority, and cohear if 
thofe whom God hath fent and doth fendbyths 
Authority fince Faith only comes by hearing thote 
who aretraly fent s but the /pirit of erroris a 
rit. of Pride, which refuférh ro fubmit to that 
Authority which God hath fetap, andheapngte 
themfelves Teachers having itching ears, turn 
_avaythew ears fromthe Trath, 1 Tim.4. 7.3.44 
By this J faw, char although the Ra/e and the 
Tudge , which I looked for, muft have the af- 
_fiftance and influence of the Holy Ghoff, the Spi- 
rit of Truth , yet ic could not be every private = 
man or.woman who laid claim tofach influences, 
| and who conld no-more fatishe anotherchac | 


‘once admit of this Rude, we muft neceflarily al- 


pretend robe guidddby the Spirit, whenthey 


py who are caft Bedlam for affirming them- 


- felves to be God,can evince themfelves to be fo, 


and whofe affirmations ( for ought 1 know) are 
as concluding as the other, In this therefore 
was{atisfied,and the rather, becaufe it we fhould 


low as lawful and juflifiable, all the abomina- 


tions, treafons and mi(chiefs, which have ar a. 
‘py time been committed, by any the moft wilde 
Enthufiafts , thar wat 


ever lived in the world, 
Did not John of Leyden and our late Lames Nay- 


uttered their blafphemies nor to be named? 
Did not thofe mehappy mefcreants, who wete 
jutily executed for the murcher of our Jare 
Gracious Soveraign, prerend the guidance of the 
Spirit in their pretended feeking of God, tn that 


barbarous a¢tion> Do not every Seéit amongit 


you pretend to follow rhe directions of the Spi- 
ric, even in thofe Principles wherein yon oppofe 
eachother> Nay, didnot Adabomet pretend to 


be ranght by che Spirit of God, and give greater. } 


feeming evidences for his pretended illuminati- 
ons, chen any of you have been able codo, there- 


_ by deceiving fo great a part of mankind > What 


can you fay for your felves any of you, which 
thele Enthufiafts, who have gone before you, did 
not aliledge to maintain their Errors> But 
the Ruleand Iudge whith God hath appoinced, | 
isto be a Rale and Judge ¢0 all che world, and ca- 


-. pable of being known and heard by all, and can- 
Rot contradict it felf, mutt it be contradiéted. 


by any, under prin of Damnation, becanfeitis 
drfaliible:icis fuch a Redeand Judge ashath had, | 
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know by experience, thac where feveral parties 
prerend to feveral contradictory defigns, upon 
feveral pretended direétions of chis pretended 


calls it felf , and upon the Vore will prove ic felf 


guide, the Spirit ; the ftrongeft Party and Sword 
the beft and apo V Spirit; and be- 


lieve will force the weaker fpirusto fubmit, or 


cry; for you have no other ceft by whichto - 
try your contradicting fpirits , even inpointsof 


ereare(t concernment , but force and fuccefs If 


IS, 
The next thing which I confidered was Rea- 


fon or the natural Reafon of every man, which 
I tound could not poffibly be chis Ruleand Judge © 


that I fonghe for, becaufe firft, it was co fubmir as 
Subject and Vaffal to that Rwle and 


therefore ic could notbeir, Secondly, it was fale 


lible, and (trangly apc to miltake, which ts againft 
the Nature of and Indgeto be; For if 


God fhould oblige us upon painof damnation — 


to fubmic unro, and co be governed and fuled by 
an Authority chat might deceive us , and mighc 
reach us that for a cruch which is not , we thould 
be bound ro believe that for crue which is nor fo, 
and ,yet be damned for not believing the Truth, 
Thirdly, if Reafon were lo be this Rw/e and Judge, 


and alwaies mult have a being in thé world, | 
from the time of Chrift, until the endof the | 
world, alwaies ceaching the fame Faith in alf | 

things withouc varyring: And if you cannor 
fhew this to have been in your pretended Rw/e, 
and Judge the Private Spirit; you oughe tolay — 
afide your folly with che confequences of it, as 
deftructive even tO humane focieties; and you _ 


you have, I hi inform me what ic - 


then 
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-moshers. underftandings and judgements differing 


the Holy Ghoff , as it appears chey have both by 


then ic would follow , contrary tothe Scripture, | 

chat st ss mot impoffible to pleafe God without Faith, 

for Reafew would teach us how to 
eafe God; yea it would be a breach of this [| 

Rae to believe what we donot underitand, ir | 


would likewife follow that every Religionwould | 


be che truch, confequently contradictions would 
be crue, confequently there wouldbe many Re- | 
igions, and not only nor one faith but no faith 
at all; for Reafon exclodeth Faith, andthereis 
fcarce a man living buc his reafon differs froma- 


as much as Faces: Therefore noone chat fol-' § 
lowes his own Reafon could in jufticebecon- §& 
demned by God, confequently all menwouldbe § 
faved, unlefs peradyencure you will fay, thatina 
bufinefs of fuch confequence, asthe Salvationof §& 
onr Souls, our private Reafon perfwades us to pre- | 

fers the Authority of fuch as are wiferthenour | 
felves before our own judgements,which ismolt ff 
true ; BucI chen, infer chat Roman Catholicks 
are the moft rational people inthe world, and 
confequently have che beft Religion as acting 
moftconformably to Reafon ; forthey rely upon 
the Anchority of General Councils, coniiiingof 
the ableft and moft Learned men of all Nations, J 
which is the greateft Anthoricy tobe found on 


earth, efpecially if they have the aflittance of 


che tetlimony of the Scriprure, and the con ‘tanec 
tradiuonofall Ages, La/t/y, chat would proba- 
bly be the rruch, and che trae Faith to one man 
this year, which feven years hence would be an “— 
ertor, and afalfe faith, roche fame pecfon; for 
in fuch a compas of time a mans reafon 
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and Judge, co bring me tothe infallible Faith of 
Chriftianity, then my own Reafon, 


Eternal Life, and they are they which teftify of me. 
But to chis | found feveral anfwers given, which 


appear whether this in the Original be che Jm- || 


ap alteration, Upon thefe grounds I-con- 
claded, that certainly God in his good Provi- | 
dence, had appointed a more fure Guide Rule — 


The next thing inorder to be confidered, was 1 
the fole Scriptures, whether thefe were folely fufs 
ficient of themfelves and withourthe Churchof | 


God coreach us the true Faith, andtromtimeto 
time to direét Rule and Governus, androbe © 


this Rale and Jmdge, to whofe fentence andde- 


termination, to whofe directions and Aathority 
all were to fubmit , and which wasco fupply un- 
usthe place of Chrift andthe Apoftles. And, 
indeed I found this highly contended for, and: © 
feveral Reafons urged for it. 


Firff, che Words of our Saviour, Joh. 5.39. 
Search the Seriptures, for inthem ye think, you have 1 


tome were afatisfaction, For firft, icdothnor | 


parative ot Indicative Mood. St. with 
whom Beza agrees, takes it inthe Indicative 
Mood, and then the fence runs thus; You do ~ 
fearch the Seriptnres, becaufe inthem yonhave 
an Opinion that you have Eternal Life, andyet 
even rhofe Scriptures, ate fo far from being againt | 
me that they teftify of me; fo that! fhalibe no | 
waies prejudiced if I fhould joyn iffve wich you, — 
and try my caufe by your own Rw/e, Andin — 
this fence, they are fo far from proving what 
they are produced for, that they prove directly 
the contrary ; they arefofarfrom beingacom- 


mand to all to read. or fearch, or make sine 
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the fole Rule and Judge , char they rather feem 


areprehenfion to all who fhafl frame chat conceic 


of the Scripcures. Secondly, chefe words cannor 
extend to prove this conclufion, if they were in 
the Jmparative Mood ( whichcan never be pro- 
ved intallibly ) becaufe they connor be profira- 
ble so work Faich in thofe who cannot read, who 
are the far greater part of mankind. Thirdly, 
this cannot be the fence of thefe words, becaufe 
they wouldthen have excluded Chrift Jefus him- 
felf, and after him his Apoliles, from being the 


Infallible mens by which true Faith wastobe 


taught to the world , and who were doubtle(s 


intheir time the infallible Judges forthe decid- 


ing of all Controverfies, and the determining 
true Faith , from falfe Opinions, and to whofe 
jadgemenrs all upon pain ot Damnation were to 


fubmir, 
The fecond Reafon urged for fole Scriprure 


thee wife unto Salvation through Faith which is in 


Chrift Iefus, AllScripture is given by Inf piratt- 
on of God, andis profitable for Dolfrine, for Re- 


‘proof, for Correttion, for Inftruttion tn - 


neft,that the manof Godmay be perfett , thoron 
ty furnifhed to all geod works. But 1 found that 
neither would this Text ( fo much and indeed fo 


totally reply npon ) ferve as a proof for whar it 
was pretended, namely to prove chat the Seri-_ 


alone was the way, the Rule,the Means, the 


governing power appoinred by God to judge, 
and to decide all doubts, and to teach us che’ 
Fairh, and the rrne way ro Heaven with 


cerrainry, The Reafons why this Text would nor 
prove 


was, 2 Tim.3. v.1 5.16, From achild thou haft 
i known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
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mic co fuch Interpretations of Scriprures as God 
fhould teach him, and hold foreh unto himby 
that Authority which God had appointed ro. 
Guide, Rule, Teach and Govern him , and to — 
whom God had appoinred him to fubmir, ‘were 
-extreamly and able to make him 


prove this 


wife, and chat they are profitab/eto the ends there 


mentioned: But this Profitable is not fole fuf- 
ficient, and this Ab/e through or by Faich isnot 


felely able , but foppofeth Faith already , and. 
cbecetors pretends not that they are the mearis 
preceding faich co beget faith, Ir was agreed by 
all, thac the Scriptures to one that had faith al- 
ready and coche manof God, who would 


falvatiwn,. But co ove who had not the fait 


and who did not already believethemro be the | 
Word of God, they were no way ufeful orpro- | 
fitable. for Faith comes by hearing not by reading. 
Secondly , thofe Scriptures ‘here meanc, were 
-thofe which Sr. Timothy had known from his youth, — 
which were the O/d only; comfequent- 
ly by this Rule they are folely fufhcient, confe- 
quently the New Teflamencat the bett not necef- 
, northe Preaching of Chriff, os the A- . 


poftles, nor the Sacraments of the New Tefta- 


“men, fo that this Scripture either proves 
much, if admicred in the fence for which itis 


produced, or it proves nothing to 


Thirdly, the word All Scripture mutt h 


ther every Scripture as che Original 
or Allthe Scripturesthac 


thefe, Firft, that whichis 
{poken there of Scriptures is, that they werea- 


‘ble through or by Faith in C Telos to make 


a 


were, of All the Scripentes that were when 
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es 100 much, and confequently noching co 


tbe prefenc incenc, for thenall tbe Scriptures fave 
only one book are ufelefs. If it be 4//chat ever 
were , wehavethem nor, as 1 fhallfhewhere- 


after, confequently onr Rule is maymed, ani 
God hath nor given us fuffictent means fer the 


ends propofed. If Ad/the Scriptures that were 


when this Text waswriccen, themac feaft allcthar 


have been written fince were faperfiuous, ac leat 
mot'necefiary, If Ad/chat we now only have, 


and thatthe Apoftle forefaw what would cometo 


our hands in Eng/and , | would gladly have fome 


aflurance why che Text mutt be thus under{tood 


and nootherwife > 
fine.if from chofe words of our deareft Lord, 
Thefethings I faythatye might be faved, Joh.s. 

34. We are not to conclude that chofe very 


words or things chen fpoke, were fole /ufficrent for 


Salvation buconly thar they were conducing co our 
Salvation ; fo from neither of che Texts before 
@rged, or any other chac can be urged , can we 
conclude, that the Scripcures are fole/y (ufficient, 


bot only that chey are conducing to our Salvation, 


and rhac rhe dire@ions therein in-luded if fol- 
dowed truly, and according co the incenr of che 
‘Holy Gholt, are able to make him agg already 
a good Chriltian, wife unco Salvation. 
 Ocher Texts I mec with, as To the Law andto 
the Teffimiony, andkeep my Words and Statutes, 
and depart nor from my Words, and thoy (halt not 
add my Ward ; And if any fhall add | 

mato shefe things, God (hall add him the 
Plagues that are written in this Book, andche like. 


this Texewas wricten, or A//cheScriptures that 
wenow have. If itbe every Scripture, chen it 
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contrary, 2 Thef.a 


Ic feems Sr. Paw! did not deliver in writing 


But none of thefe Texts did appear co meto 
any thing for ion of fole Seripture; 
for firft; 1 found none that did deny, bur 


the Lawsand TeStimomes, the Words and Statutes 


of God were to be obferved, only ic is quelijo- 
ned whither all things that God reqnired robe 
believed or done , were perticularly written in 
the Scriptures: And for this! found no oncor 
more places in Scripture, which could. prove it, 
Indeed I met with sree flat proof to che 


yt have been taught whither by Word. or by Epifile, 


things which they were rohold; andic 1s alfo 


clear from this place,thacin che Serspeare this 


phraze, Word is not alwaies co be inrended the 
written Word, but thac there was a Wordof Ged 
unwritten, which St, Paul calls alfo, Traditions, 
which chofe Chrifiians and all Chriftians were co 


and 10 frand- faft unto, as well as co the 
| Written Word: if we follow the teachings of 


St. Paul, and the Werd.of God written by St. Paul, 
Nor did it appear tome by apy Text, chat the © 
fole Scripture ot Scripture alone, could reach one 
to underftandit felf I was convinced cthac the 
words and /etters contained in che Scriptures, 
were not alone the Word of Ged written; but che 
principal pare of che Scripture or Gods. written. 
Word, isthe true fence and meaningr of thofe words 
and detters, which are wricten and fec down toge- 


ther. Nowche queftionis ,-whecher the Sersp- 


twre which every one may have for his mony; 
that is, the Words and Letters printed, of writ- 


be folely fufficient by its felf, to teach Faith i 


unto the world, and teach usall chings in perticw~ 


lar, 


s» Hold the Traditions which — 
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the: mtaning 


| on; alone 1 not {aii 
ent. 


poinced by God as aforefaid, did 
ptutes to be fo, or fatisfie the poine for 


believe and do abd to teach 
us the part'ot 
fence 


The’ Exmch 2 perfor of 


reading of the Scrspture (i. the words) con 


fequently, as well minded and religions as any of © 


‘hath Se, to him by God ; conle- 


querithy, he was as much sm the Favour of God as 
any.of us; well, couldchis Great, wife; 
ous Perfon ‘onderftand ithe fence of Scripture} 

were the words written fafficient alone to reach 
OF the Scripture ? St. Phil 
asks hint'the quettion , which he an{wers in chis 


| _ words, How can I, except fomse man fhowld 


we ? nor'chis all one;/as tofay, the Seriprare 
alone if not fufficiéme to guide us , but we muft bt. 
taught by fome max or fome guide? 
forthe ‘2 "Pee. 3. 16/' The unlearned 
wreft the Scriptures to their own de com 

fequently, ic is neceflary ‘that t thould have’ § 
foinic man Ot men, fome living guide vo teach. 
them, thacchey may avoidiand e(cape 


And- now I clearly found chat no Argu-/ 
urged for che fole fufficiency® | 

of Scripcure, and coiprove thac che Scripcure a>" | 
Aone is chis infallible yudge, or tule of means 
prove 
which | 

om refolved to 


on 

Aid 


which is the 
OF thofé: ler- 
ters > foundino Text ¢har did affirm this ; bur 
[found what feemed todeny ic, 30. 31, 
great Authority mi 
‘eontequently, as as any of us, wit 


‘ 


+ 
7 
: 
3 
te 
be 
> 


BE onof almoft all who oppofeche Church of Rome, 


who prerend the moft to, corule che Scriptures, 


Calvin taifed party in Geneva, of whom Lather 


why the Scripeures could nor be this Ruls.and 

The reafon that I found was, chat ie did 

never yet app2ar co anfwer this énd ; for thofe 


domolt of all men difagcee in matcers of faxh, 
and in interprering chefe Scriptures. Lather the 
firit beginner of Proreftants, gathered a Flock of 
followers, which divided into fevetal orher fub-. 
divittons, conrradiéting ‘each other, So 


faitexprefly Tom.7.: Fo.380. ever read 
of a more deformed Herefie, which prefentlyin the 
beginning, was divided into fo many heads, 
a number of Seé&s, not one like another, and {uch 
variety and difacreeing of Opinions, Andhave we 


hot divisions enough in chis poor Kingdom, | 


amone(t rhofe who call chemfelyes Proteltanrs > 
Aretherenot ( befides the Church of England 
which I prerend not to treac Of becaufe efta- 
blithed) Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptifis, 
Fifth- Monarchy-men, Quakers, Maincain- 
ing Doctrines contrary roeach other > Do norall 
a% moft of thefe pretend rhe alone to be 
the Rule and Judge> and dochjchis Rule or 


was delivered to the World? I rememberitis | 
excellently wellinferred by che Learned Author 


of che Book Inciculed Fiat Lax, Thac 


pofhble for any one of rhefe parties ( whichT 


Judge anfwer theend for. which cheypretend ic 


muft now craveleave co call Sects) with resfonto ae 


cenfure or condemn any of che others, althougs 


Never (o differenc from chemfelves even in points 


by them efteemied Fundamentals fince OF 
| bt. © 
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have their. uncontroulable Plea for them- 


felves, that their faithi is in every re{pett conforma: | 
ble to what they under ftand to be the true fence anime 
meaning of the Scriptures, which they all agree 


co be the /ole and only Rule and | udge. Nay 


which of chefe Partics can deny the othetsthe |) 
Tirle of Protef-ant or convince them of Hereh,| 


{ince to be a Proteft- ant, 0 more is (or if 
“be I would gladly know what itis ) thes to adm 
the Scriptures interpreted according to tbeir 4 e 


underftandings and Con{ciences to be the fele and 4 


ly rule of Faith and judge of controverfies? 18 Doth 
he that profefleth to follow this principle, allow: fi 


ed by all to be a perfect good Proteftant , though § 
never fo much differing in faich from others who § 


the fame profeffion> Good God ! hal} 
» thou told us that Herefies muft be, and yet lefcus § 


withour all poflibifities of convincing cor 
demning them, or knowing who are, and who 
are nor Hereticks Bit thofe who pretend this | 
Role and Judge be Scripture, doin truths) 
little intend it as any who oppofe them : foriff | 
they will pleafe burt to fpeak their confciencts § 
clearly , it would {pon appear char it is nor the 
“Holy Sctiprures'which byals them, bur rheirown 
private reafons. puting private fences and glofies 
upon thofe Scriptures, which were eafily qqicted 
if they would once’ give them(elves the liberty § 
to fee how eafy ir ts for their reafons ro erren 
@ivine things, ( which are as far above rhe read 
of reafon as Heaven is above the Earth ) fine 
the fame reafon doth miftake fo mnch in humam 
affairs, aswe fee it t© do, in out every ora 

‘perience, 
The was that the Lew of 
piures) 
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ptures was to be conftrued and applyed by men, 
wherefore as mens Judgements and intereft dif- 
fer, fo will their Expotitions of writcen words; 
from hence differing fences will be raifed, and 
from thence different faichs. For Example, IfI 
were co difpure again't an Arrain , and to prove 
©) that Ged the Father, God the Son are of thé fame 
fubftance, \thould urge chat Text, John 10.30. 
and my Father are one thing, And by this, ac- 
cording co my judgement Lfhould chink I had 
proved thequeftion, Buc thenmy 4rriax com- 
paring chis with Joh.t7.21. Where Chriff prap- 
eth to bis Father, that bis Difciples might allbe 
one thing, asthon Father in me and I in thee, con- 
cludes that this One or One thing in both thefe 
Texts are to be incended One in Affection, notin 
fubftance ; for, (faith he) iccan never be under- 
ftood thac Chri{t intended co pray thar his Di- 
{ciples might be One in fubftance, If I thould 
urge the Arrian farther , and fay that che Coun- 
cil of Mice gave che {ame imcerpretation which I 
do, to the Text which I urge,he would anfwer as 
Proteftanrs generally dojthat he hath a Worthy 
efteem of Councils and Fathers, fo far as they a- 
gree with Scriptures, bat he doth nor think chem 
infallible, he believes they may miltake, and 
therefore where he finds them difagreetng with 
the Word of God, he muft concradiét then 


#$=The third Reafon which I chonghe forcible, 
was, thaccthofewhoare thus far for the Seri- 
m- ptsres, do noc fay that Ove or any pesicular 
‘sumber of che Books of Scriptures, but the 
works of Scripture, which were wrictenby Inipi- 
‘ationof God,do, being joynedrogether, make 
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vp this Rule and Judge robe a compleat Rule 
and Judge. I-conciuded therefore , if any of 

ghefe Books be now: loft, this Role 1s nor perfect. 
and chen Manis Ieit by God without means to 
believe, confequently muft be darned for that 
_whichis not his fault. Now that many of chefe © 
books are Jolt, 1\found clear from the thofe 
which remain,there is mentioned Num.21.v.14, 
The Book of the tv arrs of the Lerd, This is lott, 
Ic is {aid of Solamon 1 Kings 4.3.2. That he 1 
e three thoufand Proverbs, and hes Songs were Oe 
a thoufand and five, 1 conceive fome of thefe § 
a juftreckoning will be obferved to be wan. | 
ting... We findenamed 2 Chorn.g.29. The book 
of Nathan the Prophet, the Prophecy of Abijah, 
andthe Vifions of Iddo, Thele are lolt, as allo 
thofe named 1 Chor.29.29. The book of Samutl, 
the book of Nathan, the Book of Gad., It iscleat 
from Mat.27.9. That part of Jeremy is loft, for | 
thac Evangelist cites a Text of Jeremy not co be | 
 foundein any of Jeremies books which we have, 
Soalfo are the Books of chat Prophet mentioned 
‘Mat. 2.23. who foretold that Chritt fhould & § 
Called'a Nazarexe. We fhailfindby 1 § 
That the Epiftle which our Canon calls St. Pants 
Epiftle vo the Corinthians was noctruly be 
firff tothem , forchere heiaid, J wrote to 
Epiftle net to company with Fornicatovs; where 
fore if he had then writcenan Epitile ro chem, 
this was not his firft co them. Sc. Paul wrote 
‘an Epifile from Laodicea which he mentions chins, 
16, Read the Ep:ftle from Lacdiceds 
feems there was fomerhing in it which wasime 
terial, yer we do not find thac Epifile ; the com 
‘cluhon J think falls out very pacurally. 


+? 
. 
it » 
q ; 
i 
4 
3% 
hi 
F 
| 
4 
| 
= 
| 
$ 


ther Scriptures unto their own defiruction, It isin 


The fourth Reafon was this, 


fol (ufficient Role_to all, or.the way 


means to convey Divine and infallible Faich to 
= all, ora alee ro whofe Sentence all are fubmir 


—onpain. of ‘Damnation, which cannot be certain- 
dyandtruly inderftood by a//; But the Sersptures 
‘cannot be certainly anderfteod by Naythey 
are very fubjedt to be defparately mifundertood, 


if you believe the fecond Epiitle of St. Peter, 
(and bélieve ic we muft for ic is Gods Word) 


2 Per:2.16, wheie. {peaking of all Sr, PamlsE- . 


piilles m general , he ich, Ja which are fome 
thingshard tobe underfiood , which they that are 
unlearned and unft able, wreft as they do alfo the o- 


vaiti ro fay, that the Scriptures are caffe in Fanda- 
mentals, and in what coucerns our Salvation, fot 
we have here a teflimony chat rhey are hard, and 
wie(ted by the anlearwed and anftable to theit de» 
firaftion, thar. ic is their Daranation :, Now if 
they were only hard in all ‘hi 

taining to Salvation, the wrefling of fuch things 
nocbring mento Deftruttion. 1c followes 
thac they cannér be-a fate and infallible fecure, 
Kuile, nor indeed Rule ac all cothe ignorant 


who are infinively 
whom Chrift dyed, 
The fifth Reafon chis, Scriptures chac 


is the writings of the Prophets, Evang eli(ts and 


Apoftles, ‘be this Rule and Judge, can only 


be meant of their rrve Aathentical and Original 


Writings , not of corrupred coppies: Therefore ag 
we have nor their trae Originals, ont Role is im- 
perfect: Obferve whar che molt Learned Pro- 
‘teftane Chamier faith in chis. perticular of Scri- 
prure 
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hings not apper- 
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which we think meet to [ubjett erther our felvis 
er other men. As for Tranflations, the fence of 1 
Proteftants is this, that all of then:, of what and- | 
dng; name, or credit foever they be, and with wha | 
diligence, fincerity or Learning foever they were § 


Greek ‘words (he mult incend here rhe true Origis 


therefore I would gladly fee and fpeak with chat 
man, who can afiure me infallibly, chat che Hee 


With the true Origimals'> And yet tf we could be. 
perf onwho doth fo infallibly underftand rhe Orie 


_potbe had we mutt confefs that we are not 


(38) 


wone cither in our own tongue or in any other, unto 


made, are only fo far certain as they agree with the 


Context, I mean as far astheyexpre{s tha 
| fence which is certainly manifeft ( and how thall § 


that appear ) to be the fence of the Hebrew anh 


nals).bur if theyvary and fwerve never fo little 
from hence (i. ¢. from the tne Originals) that 
fence which they give or expres, we judge neither 
to be Divine nor Auihentick., nor Canonical, but | 
ewerely humane, Cham, Panlir. Tom,1. | 
¢.2.8.5. Sothen we mnft have the true Orrginalt, | 
orwe Liste no perfe& Rule of the Scriprures, and § 


brew and Greek Scriptures which we have , are 
thefe Originals; Nay who will adventure to 
make Oath, thar thefe which we have do agree 


fecure of this, I doubt it will be hard ro finde any 
finals, as cogive usa true Tran/lation, on which 
We may with as much infallible affurance rely, 3 
God incerpreting And yet if this can- 


tain whether we have this Rule pure or not. 
— 


¢ Tranflaions, We acknowledge them to be 1 
wade but by a private Spirit, as far as every mans 
jadgement, skilfulne[sin Languages, diligence and 
frucerity were able to reach, Therefore there is 
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7 Sure I am the Apoftles did nor tranflace thefe 
| books into Englifh ; we are fo far fromhaving — 
© Sc. Matthews Original , that we know not in 
what Languageic was wriccen,or whether;he who. 
 cranflated it into Greek were an hone(t man or 
pot; we all agree chac our Englifh Tranflators 
 werefaliible men, they might be miftaken, and 
have mittaken in multicudes of places ; them- 
» felves fay they were careful to get che bef{t Co- 
® pies of che Hebrew and Greek they could finde, 
boc were noc certain that thofe chey 
had were true. Havewe thenin chefe a fuffici- 
ent Cerrainty co vencure our Souls upon feppofing 
Godto have appointed the Seriprures as our 
Rule, Guide, and [udge? | chink no manwho 
hah any modefty, or any coniiderationof his 
Souls good , will fay thac we have: But fure I 
am, whoever fhall dare co fay ic, will never be a- 
ble co prove it snfallibly, Give me leave to Ex- 
poltulace thus wich you, who are for Sole Seri- 
im ptwre, What Scriptures would ye have me fub- 
a mit unto, who am a meer Englifh man? If you 
fay the Originals, nzither yon nor I know where 
tofindthem: If .you fay to fuch Copies as you 
have; I ask by whar Anthoricy do lyou require 
this? fince they are bur Copies of which 
you cannot certainly cell me chac they are noc 
cortupted, fince che moft Learned do affirm chat 
m ‘here are variety of thefe Copies, in fome of aie Jas [ 
which whole Verfes are omicced which are found 
inothers: and chat chere are at lea(t fixceen va- num 
‘ious Greek Copies of the New-Teftamenc. If Pref 


tor they have differences alfo, the g,and18Ver- 


C4 fes 


you tell me I muftfabmic unto your Englifh Tran- bytery, 
flations , I ask farther, to which of chemi? for 


40 


of che 7th. Chapter of Damel, of the Genevs 
are; diseétly contrary to the fame Verfes inthe § 
‘Tranflation pur forth by the command 


Connry of Linclon in King Tames 


Reader in. his cime, incheir grievances , delivered | 
end of his. pnto his 
Amocacions fay chat the Englifh Tranflation of the 
Bible takes:away fromthe Text, and adds 
ons made a- the Text, to the changing and obfew 
the Heb. . ving the very fence and meaning of the 
ter. Holy Ghoft, Our lace great Linguitt M, 

‘Broughton ib his Adverrifements of Cot- 
fuptions, affirms ro rhe then Bifhops cf England, 


ae ‘That their publick, Tranflations of Scripture ine 
Englih fuch , as that it perverts the Text of the 
Old-s efament, inB48 places, and that it canfeth 


millions of millions to rejett the New-T eftamen, 
and to r#n ime Exernal Flames. .And: Dr, Damdl 
Feately in his Treatile Entiruled The Dipper 
Dipped, hath thefe words pag.t. No Tranflatim | 
ws fimply Authentical. or the undoubted word of Gok 
Juthe undoubted Word of God there can be no ertét, 
in Tranflations there are and may be errett, 


The Bibles Tranflated therefore: is not the undoubt- 
i ted word of God bus fo far only as it agreeth with 
Asthe Origwal. (b) pray confiderbow you willam | 


when thus prefied and how you willbe 


ableto fatisfie me with certainry, 
Trac. would have me rely npon,and fubmic isthe 
fiaiens undoubced Word of God pure. and uucorrnpred? 
che Who gave thofe Copies or Ttanflations. which 
youbave, or any Copies or Tranflations Autho 
to be a Ground of Faith co the. World, 
i} rice whereby they might be faved by belies 
me 


of King James, Nay the Minifiersol 


ajefty Pag. rt. 13. 14, do 
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able infallib/y to expound chefe Scriptures;ince tte 
is wife tt. will inall probabilicy be'farenongh 
from™giving fofficient’ gronmd of conidence 
‘whereon co.depend infallibly, 8 ground our Fath 
with certainty, and findrour che Truth without” 


them’, of Damned for not believing them ? are nc 


‘And by what: Role fhail 1. with certaincy fatisfie cxcane 


my felf what Books thofe are which are che Word among 
of God pvfor if that be noe known, I fee nor 
bac that ic is as poffible for me to havejother 


Books impofed npon me , then what I have yet sin’, 


heard of or arleatt feen, as part of this Word of Treacifiim 


God as wellas former Chrittians, fome:Agesaf- “pom | 
rer the Apo(ti¢s times ‘had: che! Epifile rathe He- Divine i 
brews ; thofe ot St. James, St. Jude, cthelatcer of o¢ 
Sc. Peters the fecond and 
the Apocalips, or Revelation impofed ppomahem pene 
by Councils , where the Pope waschief ? And, 
fince Divine, and Infallible Fauh neceflarily re- 


Authe 


age 


quires an Jufallible Ground, who thal, rightly 


and infallibly incerprec thefe Scriptvres which we pag, 


have, and give us with certainty che true and in- &c, 


fallible meaning of them, & of every thingthere- 


in conrained, fo aswe may fafely build otr Faith =~ 


thereon, withour dangerot erring, and of 


Damned for mifunderftatiding them?) Laftly, 
(ince the ordinary and means pretended by 
thofewho aregor fole Seripiure, forexpoundingof 
thefe Scriptures, are fearching of 

pies, conferenceof Places, parity of Reafonsa- 


nilogy of Faich, andchefike ; allwhichiaredu- 


bious, uncertain and very fallible: howthall Tbe 


ering, amoneft fo many Figures, Tropes, impto- 


Prieties of Speech, Myfiertes, and difficulties | 
are be found in Scripenresp Thefe 


things are 


) 
a 


phat, 
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ficco be clearly known,and thar wich certainty too 
before a man fubmig in fo high a meafure as you FF 


The fxth Reafon met with was; whatfoever 
is a fole {ufficsent Rule muft be plain, and elear, 
in all neceflary points ( atlea(t ) which relate 
unto Faith, or the means by which Salvationis F~ 
to be had, which che Scriprure is not ; and above 
ail things ic muft noc contradict it felf, which 
the Scriprure feems todo; to prove chefe I fhall | 
ive fome few In{tajpces,which I chink can never 


infringed, 


That they are not plain and clear as is 
beforefaid, confider. 


1 A‘ Chriftians generally ( except fome 
few )doagree that the Sacraments of the | 
Gofpel are neceflary in order co Salvation ; now 
astro thefe, the Scriptures are fo far from being 
clear, that they do not fo much as determine 
what a Sacrament: is, how mgny Chrilt or- 
dained, or whether there be any Sacraments or 
2. Ic is neceflary to Salvation to believe all 
the Books of the Holy Scriptures co be the 
VVord of God, and to believe nothing written, | 
—tobeche VVord of God, which is Apocryphal. | 
Bur by che Scripture ic cannot be made out 
plainly and clearly which Books are che 
V¥ord of God, and which are Aposri- 


3. It isneceffaryto believe the Scriptures co be 
the Word of God ; but there isno Text or Texts of 
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Scripture to preve chat the Scriptures which ve 


have, are Gods VVord, 


4. Icis neceflary to know that che Seripeores 


é are not corruptted, for if they are corrupted, they 
> ceafe co be the VVord of God, and then they 
* cannot be any Rule or fure guide unto us, 


But of this we can have no affurance in Scri, 


5. It is neceffary in order to the knowing the 


true mind, meaning and V of God, and what. 
he intended by fuch a Teac, that we know 


Text to be underflood|iterally , when . 


figuratively , when miftically ; bue chis cannoc 


be underftood from fole Scripture, as daily ex- 
perience informs us, 

6. Iris neceflary to know, thac the very Ce- 
pies and Tran/lations of the Scriprures which we 
have, and upon which we ground our felves, are 
certainly true for if they are not, we build up- 
- on uncertainties ; and confequently have no fure 

foundarion for our Faich ; yet we cannot be af- 
fured, nor have fo much as any information as to 
this perricular from rhe Scriptures, 

7, Icis neceflary that the many manifeft con- 
troverfies about the rrue fence of Scripture fhould 
be decided , becaufe where two contrary fences 
are impofed or urged, and both affirmed to be 


the meaning of God, and his Revelation,one 


only can be crue, and he who refufeth to be- 
lieve that which is crue, fhall be damned; yer 
thefe controverfies cannot be decided by Scri- 

8. It is neceflary to know what is purely and 
abfolurely neceflary ro Salvation to be believed, 


and what nor, that is as you fay, what is funda- 
| } mental 
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| and what wot fundamental , and to bein* 
formed of rbis plainly, deft weerr and rhere- | 
by be damned , bur in this che Scripture is 
Trisneceflary to believe that God the Father 
ag isnot bepotten ; that God the Son is wet made, bur 
| begorten, by his Father only; That'Godthe Holy 
1 | | Ghoft is neither made, nor begotten , but doth pro- © 
i | ceed :andthat from the Father and the Son ; That 
i | Chrift is of one {ubfeance with the Father, and that 
thefe Three arc One, and that One Three: I re- 


férro conlideration whether all thefe points be 
and cleatly to be found in Scriprure, it 
4 they were ithad been almolt impofible, for fo 
many divifions to have hapned abonr rhem, as 
‘have done amongft perfons on all fides, admit- 
fing the Scriptures to be che VVord of 

to. It ismeceffaty (the Church of England 
faith) that Infants fhould be Baptifed, that Women 
foould receive the Holy Sacrameut of the Eucharift, 
that Chriftians fhould obferve the Lords day , yet 
none of thefe points are clearly or perticularly 
provedbyScripmres, 

11. Irisafin, and asthe generalicy of Chri- 
fians agree) antierefy ro Re-bapes[e any one who | 
hath been Baprifed by an Heretick. where doth | 
the Scriprurefayfo> 
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That there are in the Scriptures feveral 


places which tocommon Reafon feem 
Contradictions, and conicquently fome 


ag of Scriptures {cem untrue, 1s cafi- 


ly proved; and I fhall here give you 
fome tew plain Initances for Example, 


which many more might be ad- 


| 
| 


I, the a Kings C.8. v.26. Youreadthus, 


7woand twentyyears old was Ahazia when 


he began to Reign , and he reigned one year in ern 
falens, and bis Mothers name was. Athaliah the 


Daughier of Omi. Boe 2 Chron. c.22. 2. 


You will read thus, Forty and two years old was 
Ahazia when he beganto Reign, and he reigned one 
in lerufalem, his Mothers name was Avhaliab 


the Daughter of Ori, Now againft che intalli- 
bilicy of Scripture, Reafoz conceiveth her felf to 
have this infallible demont(iration, viz, no one 


who fpeaketh rwothings,the one conrraryrothe = 
other, can be faid to be sxfallib/ein {peaking ;buc 
toafirm of the fame perion that he begamto 


Reign when he was two and twenty years old, and 


that he was two and forty pears oldwhen he began 
Reign; is co fpeak two things the one con 
trary tothe other,therefore faith Reafom the Scie 


-pture is not in 
- 2. In Sr, Matthews Gofpel, Chap. 1, 


readthus, Alshe generations [rom Abraham 


to David are fourteen generations, and from David 


ull the carrying away into Babylon abe fourteen 
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rand cher ses five aed thirty 


as fasd have: had’ fon before he 


at three’ fourreen: 
4 thus. be Son ainan 
| | © 
(Cainar the Son of Arphaxad, 
£ 
is 
if 


have 


all probabilicy, ‘chat 
at would hove obliged all: 
whickthe did sortherwelgon 
of’; follow: chat se write Bad bape 
part ef tlie’ 
ly that soft part off the Apples 
chiefcft pars of their. 


chief 
were negligent to de that whith 
ther will any you. prefome 


ical) afterall the Books of 
 &§ were fo we do'nes find. for chen the 
che Apeftlet. mofi have ceafed , fo foon.as 
even int times of the Apofifes, aedibiatin 4 
fie had arifen 
tothe 
Gide the doubr,, che book whicheveryone. 

them expla 


‘believe 


the true fenceof any Tess, 
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Reafon which T thall recount ong 
this, chat to make the Scoipture this 
Raleand fadge isin not to make the Sos 
£6, .bur tomake-every individual man and 
upomrhem ro read and unden 
ftandche Scriptares, fucha Ruleand Judge ing 
themfclves; for what difference is there be 
judging by myown Reafox and judginghh 

Lewto be Interpreted by my own Reafox? Thist 
go make rhe Scripture nor Gods Word, but che 
woidof every /p.ivate man, Confider che com 
tes of chis, and feeif they arenot asdam 
gerous; and as deftructive of ali Governments 
humane'Socieries as thofe which follow from @ 
Private Spirit; vo be this Rale and | 
Did not firkt Presbyterian 
from Seripture wnterpreced by bine 
felt) ro’ Rebel againit: and depofe his lawfif 
Of Geneva? Did nor | 
pretend Warrants from Scripture, co make thofe 
diftarbances which he occafioned in G yar 
the Legal Anchoriries of chat Councry? @ 
 Didaorebe lace Presbycerians Knox and 
Scotland, & their Abettors profels Authgriti¢s 
fom Scripture, voidepofe and expel Omeen Mary 
excelléac, mot innocenr, moft religi= 

Ous; and molt Vertuous Great Grand-moher of 

Our prefeur King )fcom her Crown and Kinydom? 
| Did-nor the Calvpnifes of France, and of she 
Law Conntries; theold and modern 
Albigences, anid Iohnof Leyden with his 
Manfeer; allof them precend 
Seriprare, wo tebel again t cheir fever 


> 


+ 


g 
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Congr 

fawde vs 14 Arguments drawn from'S 
incetpreted 

m Rebel againit our /ate Soveraign 


by thofe pretences of walking elofe with 
, in obferving  Sabachs and Fafts 


ree Scripeur 
with whom their Parents had placed chem, as 
Apprentices 13 London and elfewhere , and codraw 


their Swords againit their Prince and Parents?’ 
Didnotthe fame Teachersupon pretended Seri- 


pture-grounds draw us co commit one Perjury 
onanorher ? firft, to violate our Oachs of 
giance and Swprem 
wichour feruple, 


did cheir Oaths of Ca- 


the Mlurther of our Prince all thofe Treafons,Ra- 


pines Sacreledges and Mifchiefs,of which our eyes: 


have been witneffes , all commitced upompre- 


tence Of obeying the Scriptures, of pulling 
Amichri fetting 3 Gofpel worfhip Mins- 


and our prefent Soveraigu, but Scripture interpre- 


venifts of -Hungaryand Tranfilvania co abet. the 


Jawful Princes,’ bur their own» mifing 
chat itis for thepulling do 
Pepe 


| 


y themfelves, to take up Armes and 

somthebehalf — 
im of a pretended Godly Parhamem> How many 


es, to leave rheir Trades and Maiters — 


which they alfo broak — 


nonical obedience) then co violace the Covenast — 
which they perfwaded ns to take 2 Were pot 


down 


firy and Difciphine? What drove Vennepandhis 
complices to fight for King Jefus again(t Heaven, 


ted byhimfelf> And’ whac pues che prefene Cal 
Tarks and -forefake the Chriftraus and d 
whom they ‘have been caught by 
Miviters co call Ancichri@t? In fine,I leave 


confidered mhiecher ca:follow yout own 
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Pet.1.20. Ne Prophefie of Scripture is of Prim 


whence there fhould bem 


ivate fence and interpretations of Scriptuie, 
‘but nor the fame thing as to pretend co be gnided 
by the Private Spirir, from whence ic will follon 


that you have no proof but your own afficmat. 


ons, that you de not believe God, but 
own felves only ; And that inafence of Sait 
ptnre, againit che received fence Interpretation 
Tradirion and Authority of morethen one thou fe 


wy 


fand five hundred years; and againft chac Texcoliy 


vate Interpretation: Andthat noone can bea 
‘Heretick, becaufe you have neither Reafon na 
Evidence, Teltimony of Witnefles or 
ty toconvince him, that your interpretations 


true, confequently, he cannot be faid co be obfit 


nare, who oppofeth yonr inrerpretation , cont 
guemly, he cannor be an Hererick becaufe no 
obftinace. Hence I concinde. that if 
God, as certainly and snfallibly he is, and itt 

‘ttuly loved thofe fouls tor which he dyed,he hath] 


‘eertainly provided for rhem fome more 
means by which to know che Fairh, witha 
our which he will not fave them, then by leawmg 
them; tothe Sersptwres co be inrerprered by | 
one as he thinks belt; for whac Law-makerwagy ' 
thére ever found fo rediculous , as co ‘ 
people into a body, and give chem a Law-boom F 
1m writing to govern chem, andto be cheit ame P 
judge in all cheirdifferences, without appointing |! 
nay expre(ly prohibiting, chat chere fhould 
Indge or Indges, o: any C to 
this Law, and to have the Executive Aut th 


Having conficered afcer this manner what @ 
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Cathelick, Church, refolving from thefe premifes, 


of certainty, and an infalhble 
not roexpect ic, (as far as. I yet underftood) from 
the Principles of Chrifttanty. and confequently 
mutt conclude, thac 

more then Fancy and Opinion. 


3, 
: 
‘ab 


a I chonght ir not unreafonable, and other per- 
fons would. doubrlefs have thought the Argu- 


ment ftrong.enevgh , if I had fought no further, 
but concluded, the Private is not, Reafonis 
not , the Scriptwres are not this Rule and Judge; 
therefore the Church is... But I refolved toexa- 


inine tarcher, and having agreedthe poinethat 
Rule and Iudge there muft alwaesbeofne- 

cefity, and therefore rhere hath alwaies been, 


im andever fhall be fucha One , unlefs we fhall fay 
( which J hope nene will) chac. God is defective 
in neceflaries , I found : 


Firft, forthe firft two thoufand years, before 


any Scripcures were written, the Church of God 


Wasichis Rule and Judge: Was noc Cigcumcihr 
ODandorher Rights brought in by Abraham, 

Practifed by the Church then wichouc any Scri- 
jam cocry chem by ; what wouldyou have (eid 


if you had then lived > would you have difobeyed 
me the chen Church, and reject 
chere were then no Scripsures co warrant 


the Jews after chac the Sccipeuse was 
and this by rhe direGtion of Scriprore, 


be {aid for the Private Spirit, Reafon, and the fola 
iency of Scripture, 
(ee what could be faidon the behalf of the 


tharit here! could not find a facisfa&tion in point 
affurance, was 


Faith, were 


thofe Ordinances 
» Secondly, the Church of the Jews was fotq — 


Deur, 


or 


~ 
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rhey complredwithithis command? Was 
_ Soverament changed: 1.Sam,8 V Vas 


Me : 


Levires, and unotheludge, that fhall be in tho 
daies, and enquire, and they (hall thee the 


fentence of Iudgement, &c. And accords 


fudgement which they fhall tell thee, you {hall do: 
Fhoufhalt not decline from the fextence which thy 
— fhall few thee,to the right hand nor tothe left bani, 4 
And the man that will do pre{umpruoufly, andwmil 

wot hearkex unto the:Prieft or unto the Indge, 


that man (hall dye, | Therefore our Biefied Lord; j 


-whiltt che Jewifh Charch was yet in being, gave 


dire&ions, Mat.24,2.3. The Scribes and Phari- 


fees fit in Mofes Chair, all therefore whatever 
bid you obferve'gkat obferve and do, 
God dire& them unto , and punith with Death 
for nor obeying an jAushority , which might de 
ceive them, 


Id.our Lord command the do 


of whatfoever 


ry when that Authofiry was capable of miftaking 


Wofes had left them a compleat C Sa 


but delivered ic nor to the People, nor took 
he any care to-haye ic tranflased tor pertictllat| 

Perfons, or Families, or Trybes. nor could 

Copies shave been madein any reafonable 


time ‘without Miracle, nor do we find any fuel 
were:made: The Church therefore,and not 
was the Rule and Judgeto them they) 


lwere to heatken:to the Prief and Iudge 


pain of Death. Carcumeifion was forborne 


above forty years, and afterwards renewed agai] 
atahecommandof «Godby the:mourh of 


Jof. 5.2. did they examine whether any 


precept was'td be: found in rhe Seriptares 


: 


De 8. Thea Hal ome-to the Priehs, the 
Deut. 17.8. € | Sy 
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t.Chron. VV ere mot feverak wem 


 Feafgsappointed to be obferved upon pain of 
Several Kiags Families \depofed 2. feveral,. new 
Families exalted tothe feveral perfons 
pur co death, and other extraordinary actions 
done, and:commands given by Gods directions 


by the mouths of feveral percicnlar, Prophers:> 


were nor all thefe things fubmirced nnro,received 


and obeyed. as the infallible direCtions of God, 


without amy. enquiry whether che 


which they|.chen had, did allow of fuch pro- 


ceedings ? Did not chat People believe the Re> 
ferrettion without any Scripture ceaching them at 
that cime ? Did noc they receive feveral 
God, withong fearching forany waarrntior che 
™ fame in the. Scriptures chey then had? yee all | 


Scripture, as the infallible VVord of 


thofe mew Scriptures had beenunneceflary, if thofe 
delivered by Adofes had been fufficienr, Nay cell 


me, who had the infallible Authority of, inter- 


- Church of God to be fuch a Rule and Judg 
me co be the means appoinred by God, to give infal. 
ible intrusions in the Truth, Now as con. 
| cetning che Church ib che new Law under Chritt 
Thirdly, chat God had promifed fuch Church? 
‘foch an Authority by the -mouches of his Pro- 

phets, Ifa.2. v, 2,3,8¢. Jt fhall come te palsin 
Lait daies ( foche Apottles called che came 


D 


preting and expounding chofe Scripeures which. 


had ? was icinche people,orin thefpritsof 
the people, or was it in the-Chuarch> Fron 


hence 1 concluded, that ic was poffible. for rhe 


new Tenaple after a wew method boil. by Sélimdn 
atthe command of God 2 Sami7.13. 1 Kings's, 
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(that is God) will teac is 
this His Houfe or Church ) For out of Sion fhall go 


¥ 


the NewLaw ) That the Mountain of the Lords 


| Honfe hall be EStablifhed in the top of the mony, 


tains, (behold its Vifibilicy ) All Nations (hal 
flow unto it, (See is ‘Univerfality and Extent) 
And fay, come ye and let us go up tothe mountas 


he Lord, to the Haufe of the God of Jacob > And 
has His (m 


forth the Law, (as by the Apoliles on Whitfun- 
day ).and the Wordéf God from Terufalem (where 
the firft Preaching “ofthe Gofpel begun) And 
He Indge among ft 


mally , for Chriftwent nor our ofJewry but ) by 


Errors > I/2.'3 5.8. Where God ptomifeth to E 
 Mablithaway of Holinefs fo direct unto us , Tha 
Fooles 


tions fo confpicuonfl y} that they may all flow to 
a Will any one fay this Judgement , whichis 


Thy feed Inherit the Gentiles, thy Children 
foallbe | 
rife againft thee in Judgement , thou (halt com 
| Vfa.'56.21, As for me, this is my Covenant 
with them faith the Lord, my Spirit (Infallible) 
that is upon thee and my 
which I have put im thy 
which the Charch ceacheth ani judgech ) 
nat depart out 
) thy Seeds Seed faith the Lord from henceforth and 
forever. Behold here the Spirit of Truth , 
‘Ieduponthe Churth to preferve it from Errors 
10.12,8eC. fons of firangers folk 
buildup thy Walls, their’ Kings {hall mini ster 


his Churches Tribunal , Erected among/t all Ne 


Gods Judgemenr, ‘can be Fatlible> Orchavin 
this Tribunal, bethar teachech can teach us 


hould wor erre therein, Va. 


taught of the Lard , and every Tongue that 


‘as Infallible alfo) 
mouth (the 


thy mouth , wor out of the mouchif 


sha 
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the Nations (Not perio- 
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thee, thy Gates {hall be open continually ,they (hall 
not be (but day nor might, that men may bring 
rhee the Forces of the Gentiles , andihat their Kings 
«may be brought, Forthe Nation and Kinzdome 
«which will not ferve thee , (by Submitting cochy 
Doétrine ) fhall peri(h, will make the place my 
Feet glorions, they (ball call thee the City of the 
Gi Lode I will make thee an eternal Excellency , thy 
nomoere go dewn , nor fhalithy Moon with- 
drawit (elf but the Cord {hall beuntothee anever- 
lasting Light. If cho’e fhall petith who refule co 
fubmit cothis Authoricy, cowhom an E- 
verlasting Light sand whom he mikes an Ever- 
Lasting Excellency, we need not tear chat ie can 
deceive us that it caneverfobe Eclipied, as 
40 beat any time Jnvifble. Many more promiics 


Fourthly , chat Christ by his own mouth, and 
by the mouthes of his Apostles hath promifedto 
us likewife fach a Church, Mat, 16, 19. Bpon this 
Rock will build my Church, (which be had.fore- 
told by his Prophets fhould be of fo extent ) 
And the Gates of Hell (hall not prevail against it, 
‘Mat. 18.17, He that will not bear the Church , 
let bim be unto thee as a Heathen or a Publican, 
if Chrift by his fpirie dorh noe preferve this 
‘Charch from all poffibilicy of reaching me error 
4nftead of a Truth, I may from this Church which — 
Chrift obligeth me ro hear, and unto which he 
obligech me co fubmic, receive fuch errors as 
_ May damn me, Mat. 28.20. And Loe I ame with 
you aluaies even unte the end of the World, this 
mutt be meant of che Vifible Charch which was 


be imevery Age, for the Apoftles were not to 
D4 live - 


| 


} 


might be Golleéted out of the Old Teliamenc, 


4 

DUE Come CO inew: 

i 


live and ro Baptife and 
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Church after the | 
doubt but 
Bac that it may clearly appear, thac che Affi(tance 


promifed by Chrift co his Church extended roan F 
Infallible fecurity {tom al/ errors , Confider Joby 
14.16. Iwill pray the Father and he (hall give & 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 
— for ever, even the fpirit of Truth , whom the World 
receive ,and ver, 26. The Comforter which & 


isthe Holy Ghost, whom the Father will fend inmy 
Name, be thall teach you all things , and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatfoever I {hall [ay 
aute yu ,and Chap. 16.12. have many things 
yet tofay unto but yon cannot hear themnow, 


howbert when the (pirit of Trathis come, hewill 


guide you intoall Truth, Bot all Truth excludeth 
all Errers, and this for ever which was longet 
then the Aposticswere to live : If we cherefore 
enquire, by what means this reaching fhall be, by 
whom the people fhall be taught 4// Truths > and 
how preferved from All errors > Sc. Paul willcell 


us, Eph. 4. 11. He gave fome Apofties ({fuccee- 


ding in fyll Apotiolical Authority ) fome Prophets 
(expounders of che Prophets) fome Evangelifts 
(Preachers of the Go.pel ) fome Paffors and 
Teachers: tcowhacend? Fortheperfetting of tlm 
Saints for the work of the Minifiry , for the ede 
fying of the body of Chriff, For what time> Ti 
we all come in the Unsonof the Faith. Bur wil 
thefe fecure us ? che next verfe will cell you, That 
we henceforth be no more children , toffed to and frts 


carried about with every wind of Dottrine 


Teach alway unto the end of 
Bheworld. Andtherefore if the tame affiftance 
and prefence of Chrilt was promifed to the 
postles, think we fhall nor 
is the fame that is Infallible, 
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Mons may be true, for you who fay the contrary 


care them in their beleifinevery Age, thatthey | 
© might not be deceived by the cunning craft of 


falfe Teachers , fuch as now think themfelves a- 
ble, by prerending /nward Lights, Private Spirits, 


evidence of Scripture by themf{elves Interpreted, 
ro reach us a doétrine contrary to all chofe , holy - 
- Saintswho for fifreen Ages betore them have been 


(and none others’, reaching a contrary Faich can 
be named, whohave been) the Apoft/es, Prophets, 
Evangelifts , Paffors and Teachers , inthe Vifble 


Churchof Chrifts In che latt place I fhall urge 


thac Text-of St. Panl to Timothy, 1 Tim.3. 15. 
The Church of the living God, the Pillar aud ground 


of Truth. And may we noc fecurely rely upon | 


that Pillar, which &od hath ereéted for us ? and 
found our Faith upon that ground of trueh , which 
the Godofallerurh hath given us for chat end ? 

_ Toelude thefe plain and evident Texts, I know 
you are wont ro fay, inthe firft place , thac chey 
may have other Interpretations, and therefore 
thisis northe Trorb. But will not the fame rea- 


_ fon hold, the Apotiles cited many Texts of Scrip- 


tures , and interpreted them fo asco prove Chrift 
the Meffias ,and his Doctrines co be true, where- 


_asthofe Texts might have had other interpretati- 


ons; Therefore the Interpretations put on chem 
by the Apoft/ss were not true? Who feesnot 
the weakne(s of this Argument? Can you 
with any affarance , chat chefe- Texts are not ca- 
pable of the(e interpretations? If not, chen ac- 
cording ro your own principles chefe Incerpreta- 


are 


the fleight of men, and cunning craftine{s , whereby 
they lyein waite to deceive, Gods intenc then was, 
ro provide fuch means for mankind , as might fe- | 
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 Charch of Chrift teacheth conformable to ferip- 
Daty (he may and ought to be beleived. But this , 


‘teacheth conformable to Scripture he may be be- 


Ghoff did di&tate untothem ? For if they did not, 


before the New-Teftament was wiitren, and ab 


a 


are not infallible, buc may be miftaken, =F 
_ Another anfwer which yon ufe to give is, |] 
thar you ate willing to agree , that fo long asthe © 


ture is infallible,and fo long as fhe doth her 


isas weak as the tormer; For who fees nor , that 
it gives the Churchno more Priveledge, noral- 
lowes it to have any more benefic from chefe 

mifes then the Devil hath > For fo long as he 


leived. A ftraw may be a Pillar until ic bends, 
and Qoick-fands fure ground until yeild, 
Whar aflurance can we have that the Holy Ape 
files did their Duty in writing what the’ Holy 


their writings are pot to be beleived; conie- 
quently we are not,nor can we be snfallibly fecu- 
rethat the Scripeures which we have were dicta- | 
ted by, and are by Infpirarion from Ged: If you | 
can anfwer chis , fo as robe fecure chac the Apo 
files did their Dury , the fame will be our an{wer, 
thar the prefent Vifible Catholick. Church of 
Chriitft at alltimesdoth her Duty, 

The fifth Argument is; that the Charch jof 
God was this Rule and Judge, this only means to 
convey Faich, and this infallible Guide and Aw 
thority when our Bleffed Saviour was alive, 


fo inthe Apo/tles times both before and afrer che 
whole New-Teffament was written, If notd 
Obliege you to thew fome evident Texe which 
proves certainly, thar after the New-Teftamem 
was written, the Church inthe Apef/es rime was 
deprived of this priviledge and Ax:bority,and that 
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it had beerno fin, then to oppofe, or not fubmic 
ro the Guidance, Direction, Government and 
Authority of the Apofiles. That Luke to, 16, 
He that bears you bears me; wasonlyintended - 
until che Canon fhould be compleat. Thac | 
Mar.28. v.19.20. Goteach all Nations. andloe 
am with you alway, was onlyto beuntilthey © 
had done writing, That the promifes before 
mentioned, of fending the Comforter to teach. 
them all Truth, confequently to make them able — 


ro teach the VVorld al/ Truth, were tobeof 


force only until the Scriptures were finifhed, 
That 1 3.15. did only intend thar the 
Church fhould be The Pillar and Ground of Truth, 
unril che Scriptures were compleated ; and fhould 


 afverwards have no ereater priviledge or office, 


then barely tobe a Library-keeper, andhavethe | 


cuftody of the Apoliles Writings. You willlike- | 


wile be obliged to fhew and prove , at what per- 
ticular time the Apoftles were to be deprived of 
great priviledge, vx, whether juit at the in- 
fiance char the la(t words of che Scriprures were 
written, or not until they the whole Scri- 
ptures ) were promulgated upro the whole 
Church, or co fome part of it, and to what parc ? 
for it was neceflary that the Church thould be 
this Rule and Judge until the Canon was com- 
pleated, becanfe orherwife there had been no in- 
fallible Guide or Authorityto convey Faith unto 
the World } ic was as neceflary the Church fhould — 
be fo until rhe whole Canon was received by all 
the Church, in all places, and chat all Chriftians 
were infallibly aflured that they had che whole 
Canon, which was then after for ever to be their 
fole Guide and Judge : for vntil the whole Church 
in 
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in all parts hath this affurance , the Scripturesto 
thofe that wanred this aflurance could be no § 
Rule, Guideot Iudge; confequently , thofe who 
wanred fich aflurance had no infallible Faith, nor 
any certain Means to know What co believe. But 
if norwith{tanding all this you fhall ( without 
giving any Reafon) infift char rhe Apo@les 


were this infallible Rule and [wdge,in their times 


only, until the Canon of Scriptures was finifhed, 
and then lo!t their Authoricy when they had 
compleated the Canon, I pray confider what 
will berhe confequence in cafe it ftands proved 
that the Canon of Scripture which rhey finifhed, 
is now uncompleared by rhe lofs of thofe Epifiles 
and parcels of the Apoftles.writings which I have 
proved to be loft> Will. ic nor follow, thar fot 
the fame Reafon chat an zxfalhble living Rule 
and Judge was neceflary before the Canon was 
compiear, the fameis.now neceflary fome part of 


Canon being loli > And will che confe- 
quence be if it ftand proved alfo thar fnppofing 


the Caxon were compleat , yet itis not fufhicient 
to decide the conttovefies now on foot amoneft 
Chriltians in matters of Faith > Wil ic nor fol- 
low that then it ts neceffary to have fuch a Rule 
and Judge as is before menticned >, The late 
Learned Dr, Ferne great Champion for fole. 
Scripture, confefferh Se&t. 27. Thar Indeed fuch 
ludze or Umpire hriftendome would if fo be 
had) be a ready means to compofe all differences 
andto reftoretruth and peace. But (hall we chink 
thar our Blefled Redeemer when he firft founded’ 
his Holy Church did nor fee this as clearly as Dry 
Ferue> certainly hedid , and for this reafon he’ 
appointed the Holy Apoftles and their Succeff ors 
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to be this Indge and Umpire, and if you defire or 
to fee anend of rhofe differences where- 
in ye are now inyolved, by relyingon your own 
private Incerpretations of the Scriptures, you 
muft addres your felves rothis Jadge and be con- 
rent ro (land unto the decerminarion of rhis Um- 
pire which is imfaliible; I fay infallible, for as 
the Apoftles though as men wete {ubjeét coerror 
in their own privace aftairs , and actions, and as 
fuch might one withf{tand the ocher and reprove 
the other , yet were they by the affifiance of 
Gods Holy Spirit sxfa//ib/e in defining and deli- 
vering matrers Of Faith; fo the Prelates of the 
Holy Catholick Church thovgh as men they are 
fallible in their own private aétions and affairs, 
yer when aflembled in a General Conncil with 
their Supream Pajffor , they are {till made sxfalls- 
ble in defining matters of Faith by rhe affitance 
of the fame Holy Ghoft. who was as well promi- 
-fedto themas to the Apofiles, 
laft Reafonis, thar none of the difficul- 
ties that were propofed ro prove the Scriptures 
notto bethe Ru/e and Judge before mentioned, 
are capable of being objected againtt the Church, 
For firft this Judge and Rule is capable of an{wer- 
ing the end for which it is appointed and pro- 
pofed, all who fubmirc unto the Charch agreeing 
in matters of Faith: Secondly, it is not ¢apable 
of being mifiinderflood or mifinterrpted by che 
various Reafons , Judgements and [nterefts of 
men; but is-alwaies in being, and capable upon 
‘demand to explain and declare its own fence, and 
‘Intention vpon any difference arifinge, Thirdly, 
It is capable of being underfiood by Fourt 
“ty, it Capable of being certainly know by 


i 
$ 
2 | 
4 
it 
4 
7 
¢ 
au 
= 
1 
| 
| 
; 
} 
4 
hae 
| 
Ji 


— 


Fifthly, ic is capable of determining with plainels Im 


alwaies appeared to dofo, tothe condemnation 
and confuion of all oppofers.  Srxthly , this 
was the {aid Rule and Judge in Chrift's time, and § 


inthe times of the Apoffles, Laitly, chis doth 


not fer up every individual manand womantob FF 
a Judge and Rule unto themfelves, buc preferves 
the Mnity of the Spirit im the Bondof Peace; by 
reaching A// underitandings to bc come C aprepes 
co this Rule and Judge appointed by God, for 
their guidance and direction, 
« Bur 1 know there will be yer an Objection 
made by you of the fepezation, whether azy Texts 
of the Holy Scriptures, and confequenrly whe- 
ther thefe Texts which (peak fo amply'of the 
Church, are to be underftood of the Church Mi- 
litant and vifible in this VVorld> or of the 
Church .Trinmphant ? For certainly did you ap- 
prehend that God had a Church in this World, | 
tharis a wifible body politique diltiné from that | 
invifible Church, which is Chrifts AZ body 
Triampbaut , you would nor (as in chariry ber 


Sieve ) divide your {elves into fo many Congre- 
penops ) independent of each other or any orher 


ody or Government whatfoever in relation to 


Religion, Now to farisfie you inchis thall de- 
fire you toconfider, Ais che 20.28, Where the 


Text {peaks of a Church governed by High Par 
flors which can only be meanr of the Vibe 


Chorch, and that of the whole Flock, or Church 


which Chrift Redeemed with his Blood , whith 
cannot be meanc of any percicular 
Bregational Church 1 Corinthians 10, 32. 


mone offence, xtither to the Lews wor to the 


and clearnefsin every Article o: Faith, and hath 7 
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siles, nertothe Church of God even as I pleafe all 
meninall things , where he {peaks clearly of the 
fole and entire vibble Church, 1 Cor, 12, 28, 
where mention is made of the Gevernours and 
Priefis which are extended thronghour the whole 
Vifible Church only. God hath fet [ome in the 
Church, firft A postles, fecondly Prophets, re. and 
Ephef. 4.11. betore cited Col. 1, 24.25. Where 
C hurchis caken for the weslstant only, for St. 
was not a minifter of the Church Trinm- 


thefole and whole Vifible Church ; for no perti- 
cular Church canbe ftiled the pillar and ground of 
Truth , fince they may fall, and often have fallen 


phanr, 1 Tim, 2. 15. before cited, muftfignifie 


from Truth, Jam. 5. 14. Where he fpeaks in ge- 


netalto All beleiving Chriftians, and of a Church 


ving vifible Ceremonies , and Priefts or Elders, 


whichis not the Church Triumphant , Mat. 16. 
18, Where the Church of Chriftis to be builc up- 


on Peter, and therefore muft be meantof the Wi- 


Church ; foric is builc , whilft 
tant, and transferred when it is Trinmphant, Nor 
canthis be any other then a Vifible C foun- 
ded upon a Vifible Rockor Foundation : for chat 
Rock there fpoken of is tot Chrift, but Sc. Peter , 
as the words clearly fgnifie , for our Saviour faics 
upon this Reck I will build my Church , imimedi- 


ately after hehad namedSr. Peter, whereasifhe . 


hadmeanc Himfelf ,or St. Peters Confeflion of 
hisbeing che Son of the everliving Ged, chis being 
the remote or mediate antecedent , he fhouid. 
have {aid according to Grammer and crue Con- 
firuttion and upon that Rock, Belides he faies, 


will build my Church , whereasif by Rock he had 


inendedhimfelf, or Sc, Peters aforefaid Confefi- 
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on, he would have faid, Vpon this Rock Ihave 
Wi built or I do build my Church , nor l will build: 
i) For when our Lord fpoke cthefe words, ‘his § 
Church was then actually built upon him, and § 
i J on his beine the Son of the Living God. He 
fpoke then there‘ore what he intended to do, 
and of what was to be after his Refurrection and 
Afcéntioninto Heaven, and promiferth here that 
for thofe fucure times his Vifible Church fhould 
be built upon Sr. Peter. Laftly ,thac I may {peak 
not as tothe wotd only, bur as. co the thingit 
felt. zz. The Divine Confiitution of che Cathe 
hick Vifible Church, by the Ordinance of ot 
Deareft Saviour. Conhder, 1Cor.12.where itis 
large defcribed by the Holy Apofile to be One 
body with different parts fitly difpofed , ordered 
and connected rogether in one and the fame bo- 
dy. Whereof One, he faith isthe Head , and 
thar mult be as wifible as che reft of the Body, 
(fora vifible body without a vifible Headwould | 
be a Monfter ) and {uch a Head as ttands 
in need of che Foor, which C brit cannot do being 
_ God,and{o wanting nothing. And chis the A- 
poftle applies to the Apoftolical Church in bis 
tame; and che fameisalfodefcribed again, Ephe, 
Buc I fuppofe you will 
Wh be asking , Is nor then Chrift the Head of his 
Church > Can the Church have another Mead 
befides Chrift > Lanfwer Chriff is the Head 
Of his Church and yer the Church of C hrift by his 
appointment may have inits External Govern 
| sent another Head, thacis an external Head , bY 
the appoincmenr of Chriff. I fay Chrifis che 
(bly abloluce Jadependest Head , bac he may 
P29: Devsndent Head derived from hin, 
| | 


is che fole Head that Governs A//, both Pafor; 
and People yand the chief Pastor alfo, Thus God 
isthe King Of the World ; may not he therefore 
haveother Kings Reigning under htm > Nowhow 
oppofire and contrary ‘your Congregational 
Churches, and all C harches divided from the true 
Vifible Church are vo thts confiicncion, is. eafie 
for you tofee >» What ate thofe Congregational 
Charches but a confufed Rabble. of Ears, 
heaping up Teachers to themfelves, without any 
either fingle Perfoa, or Affembly of chemen- 
dowed with power co govern, or direct all of 


their Congregations difperfed in divers Pro- 


vinces and Counties > but every one [tands up- 
on ics own botrome, -and hath no de 
the ret, asdo the Common-Wealths of Venee, 
Geneva, Holland oe. fo that they have no vifi- 
ble amongit chem, eirhet of Co-ord:mation 
or Subordination, ut are policick Bodies, whol- 
ly {eperate and disjoyned the one from the o- 
ther. Can you chink this the confticution of 
Chris wifible Church on earth? Is this One 
Body? Is this a compattion and conjunttion by 
Joyatsand Nerves, mencioned by the Apoftles ? 
The firtt and Original Chrifftan Church in our Sa- 
viours time was fuch an mnired Body, as’St. Paal 
mentions, having then o#r Saviour for its vifible 
Head’, and his Difciples for ics’ Adembers ,' ‘all 
united cogether in one wi/ible Communion; ‘and’, 
Wasnot chis Original Church che Modal and Plat- | 
form laid by our Saviour co be imitated and*fol- 
lowed in its manner of Governmetit by all fuc- 
ceeding Ages > the Apoffolical Church next to 
atof our Saviourstime, was it,where 
Pecer was the chief Pastor , and the Apoftles 
E under 


dence'of 


4 
> 
>, 
« 
| 
3 ¥4 
4 
] 
J 
~ 
’ 
¢’ 
a \ 
4 
j 
5 
4 
| 
4 
4 
. 
4 
a 


under him, over the whole Church difperfed both 7% 
amongit Jews_and Gentiles, asappears Aits 15, 
And who had power to change this Original and 
Apoftelical manner of Union and Governmem 
in after Ages into a quire cppofite dige. 
ftion, and to biing ic into a perfe Anat 
chie. | 
_ I hope fiom the grounds here laid, it will ap- 
pear as citar to you as I profefs ic didtome, tha 
wifible Church of God on Earth which inehe 
Creed is called the Holy Catholick Church, was 
andis that Rude and Judge, that means appoined 
by God, for the conveying of the Chriftum 
Faith tothe World; and to whom all an painof 
amnation, were andare by Gods Ordinanceto 
fubmit, as to che Asathority appointed by Gad 
to reachthem what they ought co believe in or- 
der to the attaining of Salvation ; and chat with- 
-ouc difpucing any more then they would have 
—difpured the Decrees and directions of che | 
Holy Apoftles, were they now living upon Earth, | 
coniequently chat thes Authority was infal 


hible. = 
againg chefe Arguments which I here 
urge, anyof you fhall fay, thar Catholicks dt 
feourfing thus, and propofing to prove thei 
Charch and us Infallibility from che Scripimres, 
do fall into a Circle, and prove their Church {rom 
the Scriptures, and the Scriptures by their Church, 
Janfwer with the Learned Aurhour of /nfidelity 
| 

| 


Unmasked, that ow taking this Method , 1s ne 
forced upon usby neceffiry, but by your 
dity: Wich different perfons we mutt proceed 
different waies, to you who deny the /nfallsbull] 
of the Holy Catholick Church, and yee prc 
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ro believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God, © 
weproveche Jnfalibility of the Church of God, 
by che very Scriptures which you pretend to ad- © 
mic. Thus our Blefled Saviour to the Jews 
who denyed to believe his Jfallibility, and yer 
admitred the Scriptures to be the Word of God, 
made ufe of Arguments drawn from the Seri- 
ptures which they admicred, for che proof of his — 
Infallibility Joh.5.39. fearch the Scriptures or - 
ye do Search the Scriptures they are they which 
teftifie of me; forhe Apoltes arfeveral cimes in 


the are found to have urged Seripture-argu- 


ments, for proving their Mafter tohave been the 


cothole who admitted the Scriptures to 


be the Word of God , but would not believe 
their Dodtrines ; nor char this was neceflary in Te. 
felf, but only by reafon of their smcredalsty it was 
fic coproceed thus: Will you therefore fay chac 
Chrift and his Apofles arguing in this manner 
to fuch perfons, fell inro a Circle, when to che 
Gentiles they propofed thefe very Scriptures, as 


the Word of God, upon their own Authority ? 


But when we proceed mott properly, the Church 


as well as Her Sapream Independent Mafter , is 


proved independently of rhe Seriprures, which 
we receive from the Church; the Church had its 


+ Being before che Scriptures, (as you mutt grant) 


and you cannot deny, but chat even before the 
tb were wriccen, chere wanted not means 
to find and know the Charch with certainty; for 
none could have believed the Scriptures to be tx- 


faible, unlefs chey had fir(t believed che Writers 


Ofthem ro be ixfallible, and many were conver- 
ted tothe Trne Church, before ic was poffible for | 


them to believe che Scriptures , which were not 
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- then in Being. When cherefore we generally’ 
to prove the Churches infalisbslity, we 
fanktyty of Life, fficacyof Doctrine, adnerablere 

pentance of of all forts of 
and Countries, Muy, Stabslity, Perpeturty, confide 
Vifibslity, Succeffien, and the Name Catholicky 
which is and are found in her, and by fuch Marks 

and Signs as ateampollible, for.God to affix ume, 
2. Lye; and whenfoever you go abour to 
the fame time impugne the Safalsbility of the 
Apofiles, and-endeavour to prove , chat Infidels 
ganyerted. by them: to C braftianity by 
rather 
Barak fu-h Arguments it follows 
ed, chat the were and 
incirely andin no pare cicher fale 
or uncertain, bewng impofliblechat God 
lye, or fer bis Haid atd Seal co 
of a falfe-hood, ‘or of {uch ado@rine as wasipae 
ly and parcly falic, che, fame, 
of. Scripture , will. be 
cing, ro prove. the Ganbalick. Church to 
wall noc hereafter. think a Cathehick 
wheo he profelicch to. feliene,, as she C 
believeth: Would it have been 
one svho had Jived in rhe cimes of Qhritt or TH 
Apoliles, to fay , Lbcheve aC brif? commands 
teacheth live ?. or betiewe as 
beheve? wor, why. fhonid irnow 
fay, we beliewe as the Catholith Church 
we profels a ont Creed to belieye 
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tohave che Spirit of God dire@ing her, andro 
"jaf allible : but ‘certainly chis ‘is’ , 
fefhon, by which we profefs in few words) ‘to i 
‘believe all craths, inafmoch as che 
the Spirit of God refsding in her toteach Dee All: . 
And “if one may fafely fay ( as’ 
dates denyit) I believe all things contained inthe 
Seriptures althongh he doch not'explicitely know 
the'moyety of the perticular things there con- 
tained > Why'may'we nor fafely (fuppofingthe 
‘Charch co be infallible in matters of Paich) 
fefs robelieve all things whichthe Church believeth — 
‘and teacheth in matters of believeth 
‘and teacherh nor only the S¢ripetires, and what 
therein contained, but afoallotherthe Dot 
of Chriflianicy, which’ ate not inthe 
Setiptures perticularly contained Efpectally if 
the Catholitk Church be (as'Phave proved) 
Guide and Iudge, towhofe Authority and Ju udges 
‘ment the whole World is obliged to fubmirin 
‘Matters of Faith, pain of Daninarion> 
if one of you ‘fhould profefs tobelicve; 
that Little privateC ongregation of which he galls 
himfetf a Member doth believe ; ic would f¢eri 
tediculons, ‘becanfe himfelf holderh chae Congre+ 
ation to be fallible’ and he 
lief of irs poflibly (‘though ‘not probably ) he 
May im: agine what i it doth not believe, its Creed — 
‘moft oF Negatives, and ics humour 
‘being becter skifled in derermining what it woufd 
chenwhar ic would have; buc co 
‘with certainty what 'it doch now believe, or how 
Pong it will hold ies prefenc Faich, or continue 
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is pot thus with the Holy Cathelick: Church, 
therefore to proiefs ro belicve, as the Churchof 
God ( which infallible) believeth , is fafe and 


udenr, and in effect no more cher co profefs to 
a a Chriftian, or to believe the Doctrines of 
Chriftiamty. 
Ic will only remain we confider which a- 
‘mong(t all thofetCongregations now on Earth, 
which pretend themfelves to be thas Church of é 
Chrilt is really and truly this Holy Chuch and 
Sponfe of Cinilt. For having once found her, 
and knowing thac fhe is foaflified by the Hol 
Ghoff, that e capnor reach us an Error iniieed 
of a Troth, we fhall no more difpute the verity 
of her Doétrines, then we fhould have quettio- 
7. ta ned rhe Articles of Faith cavgbe by rhe Holy 
Bia Apoiiles, or the words of Chriff himfelf? 
Wherefore if this Charch this infallible Guide 
fal reach ns.thar Jnfants are to be Baptifed, that 
ne 15 as lawful to defire the Saints departed to pray 
Sor us, as to defive the Prayers of thofe who ave 
ving on our behalf, That the Body of Chrift our Sa- 
Viour i really aud truly prefent 1 in the Sacrament 
of the Altar (or the Lords Supper ) or any she 
8 like Article 0° Faich, we fhall no more doubt it, 
then che firft Chtiftians did diipare the Verity of 
the 4pofiles canght them; when they ia- 
formed them that they were to believe thac 
Chrift whom they had [een as man wes true and 
ry God, thar a remaining aVirginy 
by the power of the Holy Ghost bring forth 4 
wit Chi id. That that Body ef Chrifi 
| | | might pals through a Dore, the Dore being huts 
| 


That Three could be One , and One Three. | For 


who fhall dare LO © auefiion what God fhall cell 
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himco be erie. And if God now {peaks by 
mouth of his; prefent Chwrch as he didbythe 
mouth of his Charch in the times of the Aq | 
poftles, who fhall doubt the cruth of thofe 
words , which proceeded from hismouth, 


Wherefore as to this quellion, whichis 


now this prefent Church of Chrift, whichisour 
infallible Guide and Iudge appointed by God for our ~ 
direstion , and to whom we are to {ubmit, as atote- 


faid. I fhall inbrief give youchat anfwer,which 


I profefs give me a full and clear fatisfaction; — 


and it is thortly this, The Protestant Chureh 


of England and all other Churches different from 
the Roman , do judge and declare and profeis — 


themfelves to be fallible, evenaccordingto the 


mfallible VVord of God. If thenthe faid Pro- 
teftant Church of England or any other Churches 
diferent from the Roman be infalible inalichac 
they Judge, and in char chey declare and protels - 
tobe true according ro the V Word of God; they 
_doubrlefs are chen safallible , and {peak chen the 


fallible Truth, when they judge , declare and | 


-profefs thar even according to the Word of God, © | 
they are fallible, Therefore infallibly they are 
fallible, Hence againicbeing.thus proved thac 


no Church different from that Remanis infallible, 


And it being before proved that God hath ap- 
pointed fome Church upon Earth cobeour 


Judge,ic demonftratively followeth that the 


Koman Church matt nzeds be this infallible 
Judge, becaufe no Church different from ic (thac 


che Remax Charch) canbe this infal- 
Church, But I pray you do not miftake 
this Argumenc,as fome have pleafedtodo, who 


think the force of itcolye chus, The Ro-, 
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be a Church, wi 


becau 
 herfelftobefo. 


man Church claitiicth therefore the 
is infalible. Thisis nothing like the Argument 
which I put, the force of which lies thus. ‘That 
the Church truly appointed by God for this i#fals 


Judge of cotroverfies cannor poffibly be 


any ot thofe Churches, which ceach themfelves 
net ro be this Judge becaufe they reach 
themfelves to be Fallible: if chen they be infal- 
lible in the doétring they teach , they are infall- 
ble when they ceagh rhemfelves to be fallible. _ 
Therefore infallibl? they are tallible. Now the 


Church which is appointed by God to be 


this intallible Judge, mutt needs have this. con- 
Cition that fhe dorkown her infallibiliry ; bur rhis 
is far ftom faying thar mearly her owning of in- 
fallibilicy doth make infallibilicy her own. Itis 


avery different chine rofay. He that muft be 4 
Minister muft needs be a man and not a woman,amd 


to fay, That [uch % one muff needs be a Minister 


 becaufe be is amaniind not a worsan. So itis one 


thing to fay , che@hurch which is the infallible 
Judge muit bea G;hurch judging and holding, 
and profefling her {elf robe infalisble ; and can 
which yudgeth and profeflerh 
her felf to be fallibtt. And another quite diffe-. 
ft fuch a Church is the infal- 


rent ching tofay, 
fhe ceacheth and profefierh 


To this I fhall add fome few Areuments, 
which I found drawp from the Catholicknefs, or. 


 Mnwverfality, or which. 


muftmeceffarily be ip chat Church , which muft 
be this Rale and Jegce before mentioned, 

Firft; that Church which is and mutt be this: 
R neceflatily be Catholich 


Univer 
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can have jurifdiction over other perticular 
Churches, thefe may have controverfies amongtt 
themfelves, but they owe no fubjection one to 


rhe orher, therefore they are not obligedto | 


mirtoeach others decifions ; but every perticular 


Church, as well as Parfon, is bound tofubmitro 


that Judge which God hath appointed to:'Govern 
the whole VVoid, and to that Church which 
is thar Judge, therefore that Church mult be 
Catholick or Univerfal as aforefaid; but no 


Church befides that which iscalled the Roman, — 


and of which the Bifhopof Rome is the Supream 
Pastor next under Christ, was ever efteemed the 
Cathelick,, ot Univerfal Church, or acknowledged 
tohave an Unrverfal juri{diition, noné but thofe 


_ of her Communion wereever generally efleem.. 


ed Catholichs , their very Adverfaries allowing 


them the title of Catholicks ot Roman C atbelicks, 
under Prince or Prelate foever they live; 


therefore the Rosman Church only is this Rale 


_ Secondly, if a perticular Cburchas fach, and 
withont having any lawful Ysiverfal jurs[dittion 


‘could be this Rule and Jadge, it would follow, 
that perticular Church as tach, wouldbe, and 
would not be the Zeiverfal or Catholich Church | 


at the fame time, which wouldbe a flat contra- 
diction: Ic would not be the Rsiverfal , as is 
fuppofed in its being bounded within its own 
-perticular Jimirs, out of which ichach so lawfal 
Univerfal juri(dittion, and yet it would be the 
Church, as being that to whom the 
Whole VVorld would be obliged co fubmit, 


Univerfal, becaufe No perticular Church a 


and Judge before mentioned; therefore inf al- é 
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fal Churches, as 


rion, 
‘Thirdly, if by perticalar Churches we muftun- 
derftand (as we now intend in Exgland) pertiaw- 


would follow that contradictions would be 
‘Lible truths, and all Chriftians would at the fame 
time be bonnd to believe , and alio to disbelieve 


the felf fame points of Fanh. It ic fhould be 


urged, that every perticular Church may be a 


Tnfallible Indge unco it felf, though mot co orhers; 


aniwer, thac this is wholly impoflible, becaufe 
Divine Truths, which are inthemf{elves infalhble 


and [ufficiently propounded by an Authority taught 


by the Holy Ghoft , are [uch to all the World, whe 
are obliged to believe every Arcicle of Divine 
Faith fo fufficiently propounded by fuch an Av 
thovity; bocif every perticular Church (as this 
objection 1s ) Rule and Judge, o 
fuch a Rule and as were Infalible: lt 


would follow in eftect, thac every perticular 
Church thould be Univerfal Church, ox the 
wiver(al Church; Or, (which is che fame thing) 
a Church having power to oblige all the World to 
fubmit to sts Decrees and Inudgements as gudedby 
the Holy Ghoff; far every Decree and Judge- 
ment of fuch an Agthority chus infallible, would 
be an infallible Truth; confequencly , it would 


oblige che whole World, unto whom it is faffici- 


ently propounded ro fubmir unro it as unto the 
Apoftiesit they wete living; and hence it could 
follow,! chat we fhould have as many Za:ver- 


in whofe Commtpion all would bound t 
live and continig unter pain of Damna- 


tar perfwafions, Profefftons, ot Sects , and fhould 
allow an J/yfallibility to every one of thefe, it 


nave perticalar Churches, as 
manys 
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many Heads as we have Parts and Members; ; | 


and finally, we fhould have a Church wherein e- 
very part fhould be both Head and Heeds 
Therefore fince no perticular Church as fuch, can 

be this Catholick or Univer{al Charch ; and fince 
this Rule, Guide and Judge appointed by God, is 


according to the Apoliles Creed, and mutt be of 


neceffity a Church C atholick ,or.aC burch endomed 
with an Univer{al jurifdiltion , the whole World 
_ being obliged under pain of Damnation co be in 
ber Communion, and to fobmic unto her: 
And fince no other Church befides the Roman 
be affigned, to whom fuch an Merverfality 
canbe Aceribured> Ic will neceflartly ioilow, 


that the faid Roman Charch, and no otheris this 


Rale, Guide and Iudge, 


And now that I may conclude my whole proof: 


with an argument from Heaven , and bya Teili- 
mony of the higheft narure , make it evident to 
you, that this Roman C atholick Church mutt be 
this Church, which God hath appointed to be 
this Guide and Iudge; I fhall infift upon the 
of miracles, this was chat teftimony which or 
bleffed Redeemer did himfelf produce , as his Let- 
ters of credence, and as both meceffar'y and fuffics- 


entto prove his Mifhon: Jf J had (faithour 


Lord Jo.15.24.) done among them the works 
which none other man did , they had not had fin, 


namly in noc beleiving me tobe the Meffias. 


God therefore hach decreed ic asa Law, chac 


whofoever refufeth to beleive and [ubmsit unto that 


Authority , 10 which he fers his hand and feal , by 
beftowing on it the gift of Miracles, that perfon 
committeth fiz: ‘he Reafonis given in che fame 
Text, viz, becaule hethereby fhewerh that he 


hateth 


ian 
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bab Gid, fot Now 
Tores.Butthée Rom4nC Chainch bath done 
amongfinus, foch as no other 
Chriftian Church upon earth hath done; therefor 
sive credit to any weber Charch ot Church, 
and disbeleive or refulé to beleive her , we thal | 
-have'fin, and fhew ourfelves to be herers of God, 
Now thar the Roman Charch fiath done’ the 
Works or Miracles, is 2 thing fo evident borh By 
the Teftimonies of the Holy Fachers, and aucho 
Sittes of approved that thofe who des 
hy it , mult fhewrhemfelves either not co be men, 
opmen who purpofely cheir eyes: againit the 
Troth , yea Heathens and Acheilts ‘will 
juftifiable i in cher: denyals of rhe Miracles réla- 
ged in rhe Old and New-Teftatments , “as 
will be who deny thefe,’ The. 
who were all and known Lutherans 
(almoft) inevery one of their centurses , recount 
multitudes of wrourht by perfonswhom. 
they afirm to have been infected wich what they 
call Popery, namiy by St. Bernard; St. Malachy, 
‘St. Dominick, Sc. Franci#and the like, as you may” 
pétticularty fee in Brerely if you examine the fe? 
_-verabiplaces to wliich tiis'Index at the word ait 
raster will referr you, by which it wil that 
moft of thofe miracles were done not in confit 
mation of thiofé points ‘and Articles of Faith? | 
whith-you hold with tis; bac even of 
which: you: call Popi{h 
and Fdolatries as the Sxcrifi fice che fol) Mafs, the 
and is given te Re-- 
7 liquét> certainly: there ‘are 
Monet you ‘bur have:heard and read how 
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ond it was: the dame ai 


ln, enitors the Sic and 

among out Progeit was by St, 

fenc hither by StGregery the then Pope ¢ 


reach which wasthen confirmed by wonderful 
miracles from Heaven, as is. tefiify by ourown 
Writers venerable Sc. Bede‘andothers ;: yea and 
by our Proreftant Chrono 


picle the laf Edition, Vol. 1. book 5. 21. pag. 
too. 102, Foxhis and monuments 
Anno 1576. pag. 117. Stowes Anall, 
Anno 1.992. pag. 66. Goodwin in his Catalogne-of 
Bifhops. im England , pag. Fox 
forefaid book ar. che word ssiracles in che Index, 
Tothis I fhall add rhe anthoricies of ont own late 
Proteftant “Writers, forthe proof of undoubred 
miracles wrought inthisdatter age, in che book 
lntituled. 4 -report-of the King dome of Congo a Re- 
gion ef Affrick Printed A 97. publifhed by 
Mr/‘Abraham Hartwel fervant tothe Lord Arch- 
Bifhop of Camerbary roention is tmadel. of 
the Difcovetyof chat Kingdomé Anno 
 Odonrde Lopez, and ofthe converfion thereof'to 
‘the Chriftian Faich:, 
prefenceiofian whole Arm infomuch 
Confefierh baz this 
complifhed by Maffing WPricfts andatrer . 
the Remijh manner, and (faubhe ) This Acton 


logers Holinfreads 


whith rendeth tothe glory of God, is be concen> 


© preformed by Popifh Pricfts and Popifh means? Goa 
Jn the tke manoer Me, 


ip 
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al Hiftory of Africa Publifhed Anno 
7.commendeth Mr. Harewel 
for Publifhing the aforefaid , and ace 
knowledgeth rhe fame, If any of you fhould 
_¢hance to fay that this Teftimony of miraclesis 
 morhing to you, becaufe you have never feeng 
miracle: T anfwer , either you grant what chef 
Anvthors reporrstobe true , or you deny their 
hi} | teftimony refufing ro beleive what you have not 
em af yo of rhefe things , and 
| yerremain out of the Communion of the Holy 
Catholick. Church, wpon which God hath confer 
red thisigift You have Sin, and hate God. accot- 
ding co the argumenc framed by our Lord him- 
felt, which Ihave before cired, If you refafé to. 
beleive whar you have nor feen, firf# you deltroy 
which is of things not (een. Se 
eviidly you take away all bumsane converfation, 
_man muftbeleive another. Third/y, you make 
it for Civil Magiftraces to punith Traytors, 
| _or Felons, for where there is no Law, there can 
~ | be'nobreach of a Law), and if there be nolawto 
him, who did nor aftually fee the very ftacute 
which was pafled in Parliament , and hear che 
| King and borh Houfes‘aeree wnro ic, (as in this 
Cafethere is no miraéle to him whodid not fee 
it) how can you with jyftice condemne , and 
Gute a Malefactor, who fhall urge .at the Bar, 
that he mever faw ché Stacace upon which he 
ftands Indicted, nor haj} any norice or knowledge 
thereof, otherwife cher¥by bearfay andthe Repert 
of Authors and books , which fince jrhey are no fut 
ficient Proofes of Gods fetting his Hand and 
Seal co a Law, by he fees no 
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y fhould be Proofs for the pailing that Sta- 
| a confequently that asto him, chat Scatute 
B isnot in force, What you would replyto one 
who fhould give this for his Plea upon fuch an 
 Indiétmenc , fuppofe as {aid unto your felf, in the 
cafe of miracles not feen by you, but reported by 
good Authority. Laftly , this would excufe all 
Infidels , who have been fince the Apofiles times, 
and even thofe who livedin their times, ‘in cafe 
they {aw no miracles, Butif any of you fhalt fur- 
ther {ay after che Learned Chillingworth, that God 
inbis InStice may it fome true miraclestobe 
wrought to déelude men who have forged mauy, 1 
anfwer , chat by chis you help the Jews , who re- 


fufed to beleive theDoétrines of Chrit, andhis 


Apofiles , notwichftanding their Miracles, for 
why may not theyfay , God in bu Injhice for our 
Sins might permit the(etrue miracles to be wrought 
by Telus , and his Apefties, to delddens who have 
forged many? \hope this anfwer will fatisfy any 
Rational perfon ; but if ic doch not I have another 
 anfwer to give out of Mr, Chillingworth: own 
wotds,pag.144. Jt ss smspoffible that God fhonld 
lye, and that the eternal Trach (hould fet bis hand — 
and Seal to the confirmation of afalfehood, or of — 
fuch dottrine as is partly true and partly falfe, The 

Apoftles doktrine was thus, (viz. by Miracles).cen- 


firmed, therefore it was intirely truc, andinno 


perticular falfe or uncertain. 1{ you reply this con- 
tradicts, Mr, Chilis hs former pofition , I 
“muftanfwer, chat it Mr. Chillingworth be found 
toconcradiét himfelf, relying uponhis own Rea- 
fon, itis nor my fault, nor doth ic make any 
thingagainourChurch, 
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~fome ate afnally , and. wilfully, if not 
cochink when I {peak of che Roma§ 
Charch) intend the Church of the Diocefga 
Rome, and fo pr¢rend ro make a_ perticuly 
and the Zuiverfal 
Gatholick Charch of Chrift. No, incendby 
the Roman Church,all that vaft ly extended commn- 
mty of Chriffians, which live in communion with, 
and in {ubjetiion and obedience untothe Bifhopd 
Kame; As to their Supream P aftor and Gevernout 
Earth things appertaining unto Faith nextmp 
der Chrift. This is \ the Flock .of Chritt) ad 
hereing..co the une\Shepheard:appoinced them 

By this time I hope ic will appear evident, 

from the foregoing pereiculars, (1f duly conhdé 
Bed.) thac che differences berween Carholicks, 
and thoie who fiand divided from them, aremot 
fo.many , mor yet fo firangely difficult as they 
have been hitherro conceivedtobe, In crodh, | 

I know but one fingle point in difpure between 
MSs, and chac is, chac we follow a feveral Rak, 
Guideand Jodgein the great Affairs of Faith 

agree that they are bound on pap 

@F Damnation, to believe a!! trochs fufhciendy 
propoinded ro rhem, to be revealed. of God, amd 

toobey and fabmic unro thar Guide,Rule, Judge 
and Authoricy, which Ged hach infiitaced and 
appointed ro Peach and Govern the Rew 

fonis, becanfe whofoever denies any thing whidi 
is{ufficiently propounded co him, co be revealed 

by God, denies Gods Merafry. and makes God 
canany.of you thew any Rea 
fon, woy by denying tat Trinity or 
wien, V ccacity isdzayed, and God 
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Incarnation are fufficiently pr 
Revelations; therefore if che Real Prefence or 
 Porgarory be as fufhciencly propounded as: rhe 
Trimey of Incarnation, by denying chem, Gods 
Veracity 
a 


is alfo denyed, and God thereby made 


-vanifth; and you will as readily follow the true 
Guide , and believe thofe Truths which God 
by thac Guide and Authority hall and doth re- 
quire you to believe, as you have formerly belie- 
ved other points which were as difficult , and 


which you have neverthelefs fubmitred unto, 4s. 


‘believing them co be revealed of God. 1 hope 


I have here clearly proved, that the feveral  - 


Guides which you have herherto followed, are 
npable to perform the office of Guides, or to 
make you agree amongft your felves , confe- 
quencly, chacnoneof chem can be that Guide, 
Role, Judge or Authority, which God hath ap- 
poinced for your direction, and to teach Faith 


unto the World: I have alfo hope) plainly 


fhewn unto you , that the Guide which Catho- 


licke follow is fech and che fame ag che 
hirt Chriftians followed in the times of the A- 


pofties, and in every refpect able and fufficient to 
execure its Function; and indeed, the only means 


imaginable,not only co teach & convey Faith an- — 
tothe World,bur alfo ro reconcile all differences 
aching , or which may at arife amongit 


Chriftians 


by made alyar, bot becanfe che Trinity andthe 
oponndedas Divine 


And for this Reafon I ;have no doube 
bur chat fo foon as you fhall difcern that you | 
have been hicherromiftaken in yourGuide, and 8 
in your Rule and Judge, all thofe differences 
which you now imagine irreconcileably willfoon 
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Chriftians in matters of Faith, asalfo co’ evid 
and condemn all Herericksand Schifmatick and 
go eftablifh that Union which becomes the 
Church of God, and which is neceflary cobein 
that great and orderly Body Politick , which 
Chrift Jefus our Wile Legiflarour hath fetled it 
the World: I have alfo (as I conceive) fuffici- 
ently manifefted that this Guide and Judge 
which Catholicks follow is infallible, and hath 
fofficient credentials from Heaven, ro prove her 
felfto be fo ; confequencrly , that we are obliged 
 fo-captivare our Under{tandings unto the Judge 

_ ments and Deciees of this Guide and Judge, ‘as 
the firft Chriftians did fubmir their Underttandé 
ingsand Reafons to the Decrees of the Holy 

| . Apaftles, by which means:only all difpures about 
| Religion will have anend. I confefs I am very 
fencible thar ic will be very difficult for you. who 
4 have herherco been every one of you his own 
| | independent Mafter and Teacher, and believed 


aii none but himfelf; and made his own perticulat 
Reafon , Will’ and Underftanding his ovn 
if and God whom he worfhipped and ferved: 1 
tc willbe very difficule for you co captivate 
his Underftanding, and fubject it rorhe gnidanece 


i} of any Authority , be it never fo highly Divine: 
Boe yet when I confider thac in your dally 
praétice, and even in the matters relaring to yout 
Souls, you co fnbmic untd excernal Authorities, 

| amdchar withonr any evidence of Reafon pre 
duced by thofe Authorities , co whom you 06 
fubmir; as for infance, who is there among 

you that doth-nor fubmit, to give obedient 
and paya duty co fuch and fuch Perfons,, a 

aw 
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laweul Parencs and Prince, without h Qe 


ther evidence then che ceftimonies of lawful 


Wirneffes, to prove thofe perfons to be fuch > 
Nay ; which of you will deny that God may 


with juftice damn you, it you fhould deny to 
give obedience unto, and roacknowledge finch 


Perfons as your: lawful Parents and Princes, 


who are by fuch Teftimonies proved co be fuch > 


I carnor buc hops that when you fhall have fe- 
tioufly confidered rhe premifes, and how much 
- the Teftimony of God by Miracles, and the o- 


ther Tefimonies produced on the behalf of this - 


Authority, and for proof of God having ap- 


pointed this Guide and Judge, rodirect 
teach, and to convey Faich uncothe World; you 


will readily fubmic your underfiandings: co its 
teaching and guidance, and che rather when you 


have contidered thar as thofe Books of Scri-- 
pture, which youare pleafed to accept as Gods — i 


Word written , and Divine Revelation were firft 
delivered unto you by Catholicks, and accepted 
of by your Anceftors upon the fcore and word 
of Roman Catholick Priefts and Monks, toge- 


ther with the fame fence and inrerpretation,. 


whichthe Roman Catholick Church now teach- 


eth, and which was then confirmed by Miracles. 


as aforefaid, For my part I could never as yet 
meet with any tolerable. folid Reafon, why we 
fhould rake the word of this Church for che: 


Letter of Scripture, more chen for rhe fence and 
meaning of it, which is che molt principal pire of 


Gods Word . and why chis Church fhould:noc. 


deferve credit in both as well as inone, being 
lefs again her confcience, and as 
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as the fence, 
“blame me , for having joyned with this Catho- ff 
mited, and judge me as having taken the wrong. 


way. To thofe who fhall remain fo perfwaded, | | 


they have any charity for my foul, chat they will | | 


.  ftaken, the Chriflian Religion is che only | 


be foinfallibly aflured ? Secondly, whether they 


_ were willing upon their perfwafions to relinguith 


the Roman Church, and believe, or dis 


bs 


her power to have corrupted the Letter as mach : 
But yet after all chisI fear fomeof youwill 


lick Church, to which by Gods Mercylamu & 


I make this homble requeft , and conjure chem & 
by all the obligations of brotherly love, andas @ 
pleafe to tell me.  F.r/?, whether they them. 
felves are certain paft all pofhbilicy of being mi. | 


fafe way to Salvation z, e, whether they arein- | 
fallibly fure of this point, and how come they to 


have the fame afinrance , and from the fame 

grounds , or from what grounds thar this fore of | 
Chriftianiry , wherein I now worfhip God is et- 
ronious and damnable > Thirdly, {vppofing 1 


this way, wherein I nowam; what fort of Chri- 
ftianity , ( vim, whether the way of the Le 
theran ot Calvenift of the Greek Church , or of 
the Armimian o: Ethiopian, or whether the way 
of the Englifh Independents, or Anabaptifts, of 
Quakers, or of the Fifth-Monarchy men, of 
the way of che new Arrians or Socinians , of any 
other and what) thall I follow, and why, as che 
only fecure way to Salvation? Or is it enough to 
fecure my Salvation, if I be s Chigiaacaa 

ieve 
what I pleafe, fo ic be in contradi@tion to the 
Roman Church > Fourth/y , whether they, 
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would teach me that fore of Chriftianiry to be 
the only Religion, wherein Salvation is to Tam 
be attained, which they would have’me fol- 
low and embrace, be infalliblein their teach- 
ing of this perticular > Fifthly, whether they >. 
are infallibly fure chat all who do not fol- 4 
low and embrace that fore of Chriflianicy, 
which they would have me follow and em- 
brace, thall be damned-? Sixth/y, fuppolng 
thac they are not infallible in thefe parti- 
culars, wherber will ic not rationally and ne- 
ceflarily follow char, poffibly I may at che 
prefent be in the Right Way, and they inan 
Error > and if fo, what. Reafon can they 
give why I fhould forfake my prefent Guide, 
whom 1 believe to be infallible, cto follow 
them who confefs they may be, and there- 
fore for onghe they know, are at prefenc 
miflaken in what they believe and practice? 
In fine, if chey will fay any thing to fatis- § 
he me, they muft afcere fomething with cere § 
tainty; for who knows not ifaman 
will give himfelf fcope tro be bold, he may | 
raife Arguments againft the belief of che 
Trinity , or any other myflery of Faith, which 
will trouble Learned men to anfwer : Bac 
I love not the old Method of deftroying 
and pulling down withour firft afcerting what 
you weuld eftablifh; we fadly remember che 
Cties, mo Bifhopt, no Heufe of Lords , no King, 
no Liturgy; and that thofe who were enga- 
ged in thofe Mutinies, knew no more then = & 
what shey would not have, viz. Ne Govern 
or in Church or State; duc they. 


| 


eile never declare what ic was they aimed 


at, otherwife then by their actions which 
rended to Atheifm Axarchie. They 


would Plunder and Ruin a man, for being (as 


they cermed it) for fome Form, viz. for fome 
fered Worthip oz Government in the, Church; 


bur thofe who were againft all Form, all map- 


= of Worfhip or Government were by them 
herifned as their Brethern: I pray if you 


me againit what I am now engaged In, 


have a care above all things , chat. you do 
nor proceed in way of Negatives , lealt 
I avoid you as fufpecting that you are again per- 


fwading me inrothe way of Rebellion and Trea- 
fon, which fl thank my God ) have pow 


Learned ro hate and abhor as mach as Hell and 
Dammaticn, | 


And now (deareft F: iends) I have nomose to. 


fay, bur only encrear you in the bowels of Cha-_ 


rity co learn by heart thac moft pretious Lef- | 
fon of our {weet Saviour, viz.. Learn of 
for I am meck ard humble of heart. And 
that you mav be in a ready way to learn this, | 
remember (in order coic) thac Leflon ( which 


I mentioned before ) of his beloved Apoltle 


St. John 4. 6, We are of God , he that knoweth — 
God heareth us , he that is not of God hearth us 


not, hereby huow we the Spirit of Truth and the 


[pirit of errer. There was nothing chen 
guired to diltinguifh cthefe two fpitirs , bur 


hear, or to refafe to hear the Apoliles, and fee- 


ing St. Paul laith, Faith comes by hearing ; Ic will” 


as neceffary now to hear in our times, 


| 


thofe are fent to teach it, asicwas 
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in the rimes of tie Apofiles, If rherefore ye 
hear no body , or follow thofe who ar firft, and 
inttheir beginning heard no body , you refufeto 
hear thofe whoare fentroteach you. Andthen 
according to St. Tohn , ic isevident you arelead 
by the Spiric of error. Confider thefe things 

and be happy , according to the Prayers 


= 


Your by ue Friend and well. 
wifber in the beft things, | 
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Girl, Edition of chis Epi 


POSTSCRIPT. 


A was {pent befere feveral of my 
Friends had notice of it, which put me 
upon a neceflity of going to the Prefs 
this fecondtime. If any of you fhould 
be inqnifitive to know why in this fe. 


cond Edition I have made fo many ma. | 
terial Additionsinfeveral places, as they 


will find me ‘to have done ; I fhall give 
them this. true an{fwers that it was not 
thatI did fufpe@ the other to be infufi- 


cient, for I {aw reafon enough to believe 
not be anfwered (why cl{ehave 
fo many of you who promifed anfwers, 


failed in the performance of your pro- 
mifes? ) but upon occafional difcourfes 
finding it robe givenout that I had done 
my Allin that firft Edition, and finding 
icveral well minded perfons defirous to | 
have fome perticulars.farther explained 
and inculcated, werethe true Motives to 


my incerting thefe Additions; and yet | 


I have taken care that what I have added 
fhould net be tedious, for had I publifh-- 
ed all chat I have collected upon this fub- 
( and again profefs thefe things 

which I here publifh tobeno more chen 


Colleétions) they would have {welled ite’ 


to a Volume not only too clargeableia 
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point of expence, burt fuch as would have 
fequired more time in pernfing, then moft 


of thofe to whom it is addrefled can 


~ eccafions: Befides, if this little part of 


what I could have reprefented to your con- 


without prejudice take from their other 


fiderations be morethenanyof youorall 7% 


of you can anfwer, it isfuihicient formy 
purpoic. Youfee my confidence whichr 
conceive doth not misbecome me, my 
caule being confidered. Indeed, 
how think it improbable, though (to con- 


tinue in the words of 


I apprehend that itis not imppoflible 
that fome of youwill be Attempting to 
An{wer chis Letter , and endeavouring to 
fhake thefe principles, which have by 
Gods Grace proved of firength to win me 
tothe Holy Catholick Faith. Tofuch, I 


they will be pleafed their Anfwer 


take notice of this my Second Edition, and. — . 
of the Additional] Arguments andRea- . 
fons here given, and to ferdown my own 
words as they lye intirely, and without 
maiming them: If they fhall pleafeto 
_Anlwer by Paragraphs and to fet down 

each of my Paragraphs wholly and fin- 


before their Anfwer tochefame 


own their Candor and 
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Juftice ; but if they Anfwer by fetting up 
aPuppit of their own, pretended tobe § 
gnine, they will not make mince, but cheir 
own Arguments Ridiculous ; and will 
not deferve a Reply trom mc, or to bere. 
garded by anyone. Secondly, that they 
. will forbear all Reproaches and Slanders 
againft rhe Catholick Church , or Catho- 
licks in general or wp perticular ; this isa 
fault to which Proteftants are too much 


addicted in general ; but moft perticular- 

Jy thofe of the Presbiterian and Indepen- © 

dent per{wations, they have alwaies ufed 
ay to deal with Chatholicks, as they did 
with His Majefty of Glorious Memo- 
ry, and with our moft Dread -Soveraign 
now ts, and their Party, vzz. To im- 
| pute Crimesto them withoug end, and 
Errors innumcrable ; withour taking-Care 


ro examine whether what:they charged 
| them with was true or falfe. So if t 
throw dirt enough upon the Cathe 
dicks, and impute Opinions unto chem 


lufficiently monftrous , all is well, they 
_ know the Majoripart of the Nation tobe 
byaffed with Ingercft , and ready enough 


to beleive whavever is fuggefted again 
thofe whom they call the Conmmox Enemy; 
and chat thoufands will admira ching 
‘truth at they find ic in Print, rather 
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takethe pains to examine whether it be 
true or not, and therefore have no difficul- _ 
tyro caft forth untruchs, with astmuch © 
confidence as if them{clves were fatistied, | 
chat all they publith is dictated by the = 
HolyGhoft: Astor thofethatare and 
{hall be guilty of thefe crimes,lonlywith 
them che like Repentance which Sr. da- 
wstine had for the like errors committed 
by himfelf whilft he was @ Atanichean , of 
which he makes rhis mention, St. Aug. 
Book of his Confef. C.3. towards 
theend. J élufh even full of vegard 
that 1 found my felf thereby net to have barked 
againft the Catbolick Faith , but againft the 
Fancies ane Ficlions of carnal thoughts. But 
yet Lbad been rafh and snpiom in that I bad 
faid thofe things accufingly which J ought to 
bave learnt enqutringly. Nor do not (I be- 
{tech you)take a libcrty toupbraid me as 
if] had fome private ends in my prefent 
change ; but be pleafed to confider , that 
1am now united toa Communion, whole — 
partion in this Kingdome is to fuffer, to — 
poor and fcorned,, 20 want Prefer- 
ments and fuffer affronts from every hand 
who fhall pleafero give tkem. Whilf I 
was at the Head of a Troop of Horle in 
the Rebellious Army (a fin which] hope. 
my deareft Saviour aie forgiven , I ha- 
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ving heartily asked pardon of my Goda; @ 
There do of my Severaign for the fame) 
was ina condition to rife, and thrive, and 
| glue my fences with what this world cal- @ 
ed good and pleafing; but I thank my 
Saviour I am now brought home to thar 
Church of His, which teachethmet 
fuffer and be Humble ; to give Obedience 
to Authoritiesifor Confcience fake; tobe- 
come a Servant anda Learner, not a Ma- 
fterora Teacher ; to hear thofe that ate 
lawfully fent to take care of my foul , and 
— morcoufurpe the Office of the Priefts , or 
proudly to intrude miy felf into that Sa 
ered Fun&ion; I mutt for ever hercafer 
-ceafe ro be contentious, and let my Prince 
q orthofe who are in Authority under him 
ine: they pleafe in relationte 
Ett, I hope fhall arall 
times hereafter follow the bleffed Precepts 
God, whicliI receive from rhe mouth 
ofhis Church, and from the Holy Sctip- 
‘tures, namely, Tomake Supplicatsons ans 
Prayers and Lnterce [ions and giving 
thanks for all men-,. for Kings and all 
| Authority; that I may lead a quiet lift 


BE godlineffe and bone fy, 1 Tim. 
2. nd to thofe {hal be otherwife 
Pfballexly fay, have no fuch Cuftome 
@Mongit us inthe Church of God. 
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them to read this tollowing Text of char Sainc, 
and to confider whether I have not in my 

Proceedings Obferved his Rule and Method, 
Andlet them but change the word Aawichens 


| 


cern them. 


‘ 
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thon 

Ee the Gofpel , what wilt thou do when he fhall 
thee I do not beleive > But had be- 
lesved the Gofpel I had been thereunto moved 


berefore towbhom I {ubmitted , when they requ 
me to beleive the Gof{pel , why fhoxld I not «lf 
Obedience unto therm when they dirett me not to be- 
live Manichaus? Take your choice; If joutell 


mel must beleive the Catholicks , they give me 


Advise not to give credit to you , and therefore sf I 
beleive them I cannot but refufe to belevve you. 


if you, tell me I muft not beleive the Catho- 
proceed ill, when you go about bythe 


licks ; you 
Gofpel to per{wade meto belexve Manichzus, be- 


theGofpel, bus I do ilk when I believe the fame p 


Igchere be any who hath any Value for che Au- 
thority of che great Sct. Ifhallbefeech 


| into John and how neerly it will con- = 


Aug, againt che Epift. of Manichens which 
they call Fundamental ¢, 5. East. Paris Tom.6, 
ae WEN 
1 


alt find Any one who doth Wet as yet be- ‘ 


bythe Authority of the Catholiek Church: Thofe — 


ired 


caufeit was fromthe Preachings of theCatholicks 
that I believed the Go[pel is fod If youtell me 
1 did well when I believed the Catholicks prayfing — 
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fons decrying Mxuicheus, do you take meto be [> fi 
pid as without any Reafon given unto me I (hould be | 
or disbelieve iphat you pleafe > Baz 

yout have any Reafén to offer unto me, lay afide the 
Gofpel if hold your felf to the Gofpel J frail 
adhear totho{e upon whofe commands I believe the 

Gofpel, and {0 ag obey them I (hal! not believe | 
you, But if by Accident you fhould find any thing 
in the Go(vel moft ‘evidently touching the Apoftle- 
(hip of Mamichrus, you will weaken the Autho- 
rity of the Cathaligks in my efterm who require me 
believe you,. but that being weakned I (hall 

not believe the Gapel, becanfe believe that by 
them ; [2 that whatfoever you bring from the Gof- | 
pel mil be of no Force with me, Wherefore if 
pathing be found in the Gofpel forthe manifeftati= 
Munichacs bis Apoftlefhip, I fhall rather give? 
——seredit to the Catholicks then you, But if any 
thing {ball be there found manifeft on the behalf of 
Manichxus , neither believe thems nor yous 
Not them, becaufe they told me alye of you: nr 
fhall believe you, Gecaxfe you urge that Seripturé 
tome which I believed upon their Authority who 
told 
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